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Communications for next month must reach the Editor not later than the \5th of this month. 


OF TOC H SECRETARIES 


Many of those who heard this paper of Jorn MiLuer’s read by his brother “ Dusty ”? at the Northern 
Conference at York on April 28 (see May JOURNAL p. 207), have asked for it to be printed —Ep. 


—- cate | 


F the Jobmaster is jobmasterly, he will fun€tion; if the Pilot is pilotic, he 
will function ; but if the Secretary is secretarial, and on/y secretarial, there 
will be little enough—and not nearly enough—to differentiate him from his kind 
in general, who belong to cricket clubs, football clubs, dance clubs, and a hundred 
syndicates set up to swindle, divert and instruét the public. 


Now I do not cry down the Secretary’s being secretarial. Far from it. It is 
important that he shon/d be secretarial ; but to imagine that his be-all and end-all 
is to write the written donkey-work, to lick and rule, to file and blot, to be the 
drudge of an Executive and the official of a unit—to imagine this, I say, as 
the sole secretarial duty, is a delusion which I am sure none of you has been 
deceived by. Still, let us have a Secretarial Secretary, for the unit to a large 
degree stands or falls in the letters he writes to strangers, and in the interviews he 
has with them. He is the verbal, as he is the oral, representative of the unit, and 
through him, on people quite untaught of Toc H, the first impression is often 
made. It therefore seems important that he shall be able to write a letter—quiet, 
Stately, sane, Straightforward, such as will not exasperate susceptibility or baffle 
expectation ; as it seems important that he shall not, after the fashion of certain 
gallant lads, regard punétuation as mere nervousness. Let our “ secretarial ” 
secretary prune down his agenda, and marshal his business to a minimum that 
it may be intelligently considered, and dispatched with speed. And this seems 
important, because business whilst rarely contributing to the gaiety and the 
charm of an evening is at its best tolerable since necessary, and at its worst 
sufficient to drive one to the stark verge of idiocy. 


Business too often can spoil a Guest-night. It must be watched—as doubtless 
it is—by the Secretary. Here at the Guest-night is his true function, and he must 
in measure hold himself responsible for the success of the Guest-night. Just 
as beyond the light and the shadows of that Lamp there stands, we may imagine, 
the Jobmaster, similarly by the burning of the hearth in quietness and charm, 
we may visualise the Secretary. On Guest-nights each man is host to his fellow, 
but the Secretary is the host of hosts, for this slight priority is subconsciously 
granted to him, since he has contrived the Guest-night and suggested the 
outlines it should take. The Secretary, then, it seems to me, must be held in 
part responsible for the success of the Guest-night. How is he going to makea 
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success of it? Not a difficult job, you say, provided there is about him a crew 
of gallant lads. Readily admitted. Nevertheless in this seeming simplicity of - 
making a success of a guest-night, there is a snare—the snare of thinking 
Guest-nights can run themselves. I would I could think otherwise, for Guest- 
nights sould run themselves, as the family night runs itself. This is my point 
—the secretary must have a programme: though he never divulge it nor bring it 
into undue prominence, he must have a programme. And what kind shall 
he have? Here, indeed, there is scope for infinite variety, resolution, experi- 
ment and high-hearted endeavour. Beware of the rut and the routine. Have 
your lectures, your Study circle, your nights of roisterous and cacophonous song. 
By all possible means have these, but you should have a hundred ambitious 
items on your programme. How? I say think! Most of us are content with 
mild fatuity, to take for granted the thoughts of others, so that, when we have to 
tihnk for ourselves, the process is as Strange, and as cumbersome, as going for 
a ride in a road-engine. 


A Toc H Secretary should therefore, as I see him, be able to think for himself ; 

and since there is always the model of the family life, he cannot go far wrong | 
if he keeps it in front of him. What do they do when the family is come together? | 
Well, sometimes when the night is wild, and the winds howl desolately fromthe | 
sea, and in a lamentation the world goes roaring by, one sits perchance in the 
ingle nook and reads aloud an old romance, an old, strange, tale of ghoétliness, 
“ quietly, quietly, the evening through,” as the chestnuts sputter on the hearth, 
and the sparks go whirling. And sometimes in the starlight, one plays a plaintive 
air, or in the keen brilliance of the eleétric light one reads with book handed round 
from time to time, a play by Shaw, Shakespeare, Milne. These things they do at 
home; but I suppose you are apt to smile at the thought of such suggestions 
being applied at a Guest-night. Perhaps they sound too impossible, perhaps 
they seem to smack too much of high-browism when the name of Shaw is 
mentioned. Yet I feel you err in being sceptical. You have to experiment unless 
you are content to remain at a dead level ; though, of course, these are the merest 
suggestions of how Guest-nights might with profit be made more various. If 
you are to do your job you must have your evenings regularly when some aspect 
of the local problems, civic, social or religious, are fully discussed. But not too 
many ; for a surfeit lieth heavily upon the stomach and impedeth the digestion. 
Your newcomer is attracted by your Guest-nights, therefore must your 
Guest-nights be attractive ; quite unlike anything to be found in the town; full 
of spontaneous gaiety, high-hearted happiness, loftiness of thought; and you 
must be at pains to preserve this spirit, and if you lack it, to create it, by devising 
all manner of expedient and experiment. There is much to be said of secretaries 
that I have not touched upon—how it is one of his first duties always to be in 
touch with absent members and to represent their claims and needs to the members 
of the Branch, always to be in touch with other units in the area and eager to 
devise and uphold area meetings, and lastly, if his work is to be successful, 
always to be in touch with Him whence the power of this amazing movement 
has sprung. J.M. 
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THE RED HOUSE 


The Red House Settlement in Leeds has been inhabited, and its work Staffed, by Toc H members for 
some time. It is now officially regiflered in the list (see p. 251) as a Toc H Hostel. 


Tee Red House is in a distriét which cannot be called suburban. The River 

Aire runs close by, but it has lost the firstsweetness and joyous abandon which 
it had among the hills. The forbidding front of an old faétory over the way 
proclaims by its countless broken windows that it has performed at least one 
useful funétion—in providing an amusement for youngsters with accurate aim. 
The children who play round about are a cheerful crowd and very friendly with 
the familiar figure of the Jobmaster, whom they greet as “ Sir,”” when they meet 
him with a friend, but with a nickname prefixed by “ Yah! ” when he is alone 
About a dozen men live in the house permanently, and they represent such different 
occupations and interests as the Press, the Labour Party, and the Student 
Christian Movement. 


To talk at length about Jobs is unnecessary. So many of the jobs done here, 
as elsewhere, are of an ordinary but necessary kind. The Red House is a Power 
House of the distriét in more than one sense. Toc H meetings are held there; 
there the Poor Man’s Lawyer has 
his little office; and a Men’s Club 
and a Boys’ Club meet in a hut 
erected behind the House. Con- 
sidering the appalling conditions 
under which most of the boys live, 
their cheerfulness and loyalty both 
to Toc H and to one another is 
an encouraging sign of the times. 
One of the chaps, for instance, a 
youngster who had been employed 
by a decorator, and is now out of work, painted the mantel-piece in the 
dining-room of the House. He was asked to take some payment—and he 
needed it. “ No, sir, it’s for Toe H,” he said. The Red House has a 
Soccer team composed both of Toc H members and members of the club ; 
and, taking into account the circumstances in which the boys live, the zest 
and enjoyment with which they play is good to see. This season they are top 
of their division of the Leeds Amateur League. 


For two hours cach morning the Jobmaster, who is in residence, is “ At 
Home” to any who may need help: in this work he co-operates with the 
Red Cross League. The callers are a varied lot. Perhaps they have heard of 
the Red House from brothers on the road, or perhaps they happen to have asked 
a Toc H fellow for help, and so have learned where to go. 

The Red House Settlement in Leeds will be doing its job if it keeps alive some- 
thing of the spirit which inspired Talbot House in Poperinghe a dozen years ago. 


ELEN] 
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FIGHTING THE FLOOD 


The present article, forwarded to the JOURNAL by the Rev. F. R. Barry (General Branch), is written 
by an Oxford Freshman. It offers Toc H members an original job for their summer holidays—to help 
one of the tiniest countries in Europe. Liechtenstein, with its 65 square miles of territory and its 10,000 
inhabitants, is perhaps best known to the ftamp-colleflors among us : its beautiful, if almost valueless, 
postage flamps form: one of its chief exports! In 1699 the lands of Vaduz, and in 1713 those of Schellen- 
berg, were bought by the old Austrian family of Liechtenstein, and amalgamated, in 1806, as an independent 
Slate ; in 181 5 it joined the German Confederation, but regained its independence in 1866. Since the war 
it has turned from Austrian influence to a close relationship with Switzerland. Such is its brief hiStory.—Ep. 


J OT many people are aware of the existence of an independent principality 
L Non the upper reaches of the Rhine. Few realise as they travel from 
Sargans on the road to the Arlberg and Innsbruck, that the White Schloss of 
Vaduz on the dark rocks across 
the river is the citadel of a 
European capital. But the castle 


AAN has lost most of its former 
“~~. | splendour and no longer defies 
Cezecuo- | all comers with drawbridge up, 


<r LOVAKIA! portcullis down, and the red and 

> blue of Liechtenstein floating 
from the square tower. For the 
ee prince has built a country house 
schtenstein, kT Ty ` | on the slopes behind, and the 
ie N GS “eu | keep, now a museum, remains 
only a guardian of memories. 
But it still watches over Vaduz, 
whose spire and roofs cluster at 
the foot of the cliff, that rises, 
thick with trees, to the white 
walls, the gables, and the grey 
bastion of the castle. 


Below the castle the trees ate 
in the glory of spring’s greenery, 
and here and there the rock juts through uninvitingly. On the north theresa 
ribbon-like road that crawls uphill from Schaan under the crags and fortress of the 
Drei Schwestern. Behind the castle the forest climbs steep and dense, where the path 
zigzags up to the Wildschloss, a great mass of masonry, crumbling and deserted, 
a ruined watchtower, alone in the silence of the firwoods. Crowning all, the 
sunlight sparkles on the snow on the shoulders of the Three Sisters, and far 
below, the Rhine stretches straight till it is lost among forest and mountain foot. 


Liechtenstein is, to be sute, a very small country. It is perhaps twenty five 
miles long and from five to ten miles broad, of which most is mountain. Yet it 
can boast the oldest reigning sovereign in Europe—Prince Johann has ruled 
longer than Queen Vittoria—its own coinage and police force. For although 
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the Liechtenstein army was disbanded some forty years ago, there ate two 
gendarmes who control its ten thousand inhabitants. 


To this small but independent state a great calamity has occurred. Last 
autumn the Rhine was rising fast, dangerous y fast, until one day the message was 
telegraphed from Grisons to Liechtenstein that the river was flooding. There 
were five hours in which to save the low lying plain of Liechtenstein. 


The message arrived when the people were in church. Rather than cause a 
panic there, the warning bell was tolled, and the men, according to custom, 
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trooped silently out, leaving the women and children in the church to pray. 
For there is a custom that when there is danger on the Rhine the men shall muster 
at the embankment, while the women and children find refuge in the church. 
For five hours they worked to reinforce the embankment with sandbags and 
stones, but the river could not be denied. It rose angrily, lapping the railway 
bridge from Buchs. Trunks of trees and other debris swept down by the stream 
piled against the girders, forcing the river higher still. At last with a final burst 
of fury the Rhine broke away the bridge and embankment, and poured over the 
fields and meadows of Liechtenstein. 


Two lives were lost in the disaster and several houses were swept away, while 
the water crept up the very streets of Schaan. To a small country already 
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impoverished by the depreciation of the Austrian currency the calamity was 
almost overwhelming. For when the Rhine returned to its course again, the 
once fertile land had become a bed of shingle. 

The devastated area is about 12 miles in length and 2,400 acres in area, so that 
it will be many months before the watcher on the mountains and the battlements 
of Vaduz sees no more an ugly white Strip of land alongside the Rhine, telling how 
last autumn the river threatened to destroy completely the prosperity of 
Liechtenstein. 

It is here that since the beginning of April the Service Volontaire has been 
endeavouring to repair the damage sustained. This Service was started five 
years ago by the famous Pierre Cercsole, to demonstrate the possibility of 
international co-operation in works of good will and friendship. Of the hundred 
odd volunteers quartered in Schaan during April over half were British, of whom 
forty came from Oxford and two from Cambridge. There were many Swiss, 
especially from the universities. There were Danes, French, Germans, 
Norwegians and two Indians. The work is in the hands of a Peace Committee 
comprising delegates from various peace bodies, who have been long engaged 
in organising pieces of relief work as a positive expression of such co-operation 
and of constructive work as opposed to the destruction of war. 

It is clearly understood that joining in the work does not imply agreement 
with the pacifist standpoint of many of its organisers, but does imply respect 
for their convictions, and willingness to co-operate with people of different 
nationalities and very different standpoints. English volunteers should particu- 
larly realise that a number of their fellow-workers either were, or arc, conscientious 
objectors to military service in their own countries. The Committee wishes to 
emphasise that this enterprise represents real hard work, willingness to co-operate 
with people of all views, classes and nations, and not something to be lightly 
undertaken for the fun of it. They believe that the work, if done in the right 
spirit, has a real moraland spiritual value, and only ask for offers of service from 
those who are prepared to look upon it in that light. 


The volunteers ate kept at the expense of the Commune of Schaan, which 
however has been greatly helped by contributions from Switzerland. Work 
goes on for forty-eight hours a week, with pick and shovel, and consists in clearing 
the layer of Stones and sand, which lies up to a depth of four feet. In the main 
area of work however, it was only between 1 and 2 feet deep. This will all 
ultimately form a new and bigger embankment of the Rhine. 


The work is simple and strenuous, and the conditions, at least during the first 
weeks of April, have been on the whole good, except for a few black days when 
the “fohn ” wind sprang up and blew great volumes of sand down the valley, 
till the rain it predicted was a welcome release. 

The volunteer camp has been seriously depleted by the beginning of the 
university term. Men are therefore particularly needed for the early summer 
months to carry on. Full particulars may be had from The Secretary, 
Liechtenstein Relief Committec, c/o Fellowship of Reconciliation, 17, Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C.1. C. K. McD. 
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EVERYMAN’S STORY—XIII 


A Job of Service in a Farm Colony 


TTH ERE is a large farm in Oxfordshire which is being used with a remark- 

able measure of success as a training colony for lads and men who for 
want of training have no means of self-support. "They are out of work because 
they cannot do any work which thcir country needs. Their state is hopeless, 
and they are in danger of drifting into lives of chronic vagrancy, or even of 
crime. They come mostly from workhouses, sent by Poor Law guardians 
who have come to believe in the Colony. They are Jads who have missed their 
way, who, often without much fault of their own, have failed to find a place 
in the industrial machine. Some of them are dull, and many are undisciplined. 
And all are (when they come) unemployable. 


In the Colony they are taught the essential parts of farm work, to milk and drive 
horses and plough. They live in healthy surroundings, are well fed and cared 
for, and live under the care of men who have learned by experience to despair of 
no man, and whose maxim is, tout savoir, c'est tout pardonner (“ to know all is to 
pardon all”). When they are sufficiently skilled and have become trustworthy 
in character they are either emigrated to one of the Dominions, or sent to situations 
on the land at home. Every year about a hundred go thus out into the world, 
able to earn their own living, and to become useful and contented men. The 
Colony, enlarged three years ago, now accommodates 270 colonists. It is always 
full, and there is always a waiting list of applicants for admission. The great 
majority make good and become self-supporting men. Many of them are 
working now on farms of their own. Here is a typical letter from one who has 
emigrated to Australia: 


Muradup, Weffern Australia. 
To the Superintendent, Wallingford Colony. 


Dear Sir, 


Many thanks for your letter which I received a week or two back. Iam glad to hear the 
other lads are doing well. Since I received your letter I have got 142 acres of land of my own, 
and Congram has got 187 acres. Well, Mr. Hunt, I am not much ofa writer, but I wish to thank 
you and all in the Colony concerned in helping to get me out here, for both Eddie and I 
hope now to be working our own farms in a year or two. 

I remain, 


Yours obediently, 
A Ae 


The results of the work of the Colony are extraordinarily encouraging. But 
it is not done without devotion and illimitable patience and faith. It succeeds 
because of the spirit which pervades the whole institution. Many of the colonists 
when they are come are to all outward seeming most unpromising material. 
But experience has proved that, given the right treatment, there are not many 
who, unless they are handicapped by physical or mental defeét, cannot be trained 
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to become self-respecting and useful men. If the Colony were only an open- 
ait workhouse, it would not succeed. But it is much more than that because it 
is Staffed by men who have an ideal before them, and who arc trying all the 
time to encourage and help the lads committed to their care. In addition to the 
superintendent and the necessary Staff of agricultural expert instructors there ate 
a number of helpers who are called “ Brothers.” These are men who come, 
for their keep and a very small wage, to share in, and be trained for, social service. 
Each of them is put in charge of a squad of a dozen lads. He shares, and leads 
them in, their work on the farm. He has most of his meals with them, joins 
them in their games, is responsible for keeping order in the dormitory at the end 
of which he sleeps. He has an unlimited opportunity of making his influence 
and example felt. Upon him, more perhaps than upon any other, it depends what 
the tone of the whole life of the Colony shall be. 


It is not easy work. Constantly being in charge of lads of this, or any, type, 
involves a certain strain. There is not much luxury on the Colony, although there 
is plenty of mirth and good fellowship. Men are needed who are prepared for 
self-denial, and who know how to combine kindness with firm discipline in their 
treatment of younger men. But the work is so valuable, and so much needed 
in our country for the saving of men, that it is a great privilege to be allowed 
to havea hand in it. It also provides a valuable training for any men who wish 
to devote their lives to social service of any kind. There are not many men 
preparing themselves to serve their fellows who would not be the better for a 
year, or more, or less, in this Colony. 


Recruits are always wanted. ‘They are wanted now. Men are welcomed 
of every kind, whatever their past training has been, provided that the work 
attracts them, and that they have something of the Christian spirit which makes 
them wish to help their fellow-men. They will find that in trying to help others 
they are receiving help themselves, that their qualities are being tested, and 
that they are acquiring a knowledge of human nature which will stand them in 
good stead all their lives. Many of those who have been “ Brothers ” at the 
Colony have passed on to posts of greater responsibility in other institutions, 
under Government, in the Y.M.C.A., or in some branch of the Church. 


Men who are willing to offer themselves for this service, or who desire to 
have further information about it, are asked to write to Mr. W. H. Hunt, the 
Superintendent of the Colony, Turner’s Court, Wallingford, Berks, or to the 
Secretary, National Union for Christian Social Service, 34, Paternoster Row, 
London, E.C. The National Union for Christian Social Service, under whose 
control and management the Farm Colony is, is an entirely unsectarian body. 
On its Executive Committee and Council many branches of the Church are repre- 
sented. Most of the colonists attend service on Sunday in the nearest village 
church, and there is a simple service in the evening at the Colony conducted 
by the Superintendent. If the whole atmosphere of the Colony were not 
Christian its work would be impossible. But in the matter of religious observ- 
ances each man on the Staff is entirely free to follow his own conse 
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GREAT EASTERN FAITHS—III 


This month we continue the short Study of Eastern religions by Padre «Bo? SEMPLE,” of Singapore Group 
—originally published in book form out there in 1927 (Singapore Religions. 48 pp. Cloth. To be 
obtained from the Registrar, 1, Queen Annes Gate, S.W.. 15, 6d.). Lat month he dealt with two 
great Chinese religions, Confucianism and Taoism: in the present article he writes of a third— 
Buddhism. Next month, in the final seflions, he will consider Hinduism and Shintoism.—Enp. 


THE RELIGIONS OF THE CHINESE—( Continued) 
§ 4—The Buddha 


Some seven years after the birth of K’ung Fu Tsu, a son was born to the chief- 
tain of a small North Indian tribe at Kapilavastu in the State of Nepal. This boy 
was to excrt the greatest influence on men that Asia ever knew, so that nations 
were humanised and savage races transformed. The family name was Sakya 
and he was called Siddartha Gautama. We know very little about him till he 
was thirty, except that he was good at all sports, which developed a splendid 
physique capable of standing him in good stead throughout a long and strenuous 
life. He married and had one son, Rahula, of whom he became exceedingly 
fond. His outstanding characteristic was his amazing kindness, which caused him 
to suffer dreadfully at the sight of all pain and sorrow. One day he saw four 
sad sights—a decrepit old man, a man with a loathsome disease, a rotting corpse, 
and a wandering monk who had foresaken the cruel sad world. So intense 
were his feelings that he at once left his home, became a penniless wanderer 
and gave up all hope of becoming Chief of his tribe, all happy family life, all 
wordly honour and success, to answer the call of an inner longing which would 
not be suppressed. He did so at once, because he loved his son so dearly that 
he knew that delay would make that move impossible. Then he went from one 
religious teacher to another, but they could not satisfy the deep longing of his 
soul and their fatuity set him against their philosophies for the rest of his life. 
So he gave himself up to the most rigorous abstinence and asceticism and at last 
reduced himself to a living skeleton. Disciples were drawn to him in wrapt 
admiration of his fortitude and perseverance, for though on the same search, 
they could not go as far as he. At last nature rebelled and he fainted. ‘To the 
surprise of his disciples he recovered, and then to their consternation he announced 
that, as he had been unable to find the peace he desired in that way, he would 
seek it in another. Disgusted at his desertion the disciples left him. Again 
the force of character of Gautama asserted itself. He became the advocate of 
what he called “ The Middle Way,” which involved a simple life of good whole- 
some living, free from sin, not giving way to softness nor undergoing hardship, 
aiming at the development of charaéter to the utmost and the eventual extin¢tion 
of The Self through the love of all beings. 


At once came temptations to give up all that he had so far won and return 
to his dear wife and son. His ferocious struggle has been pictured with grim 
realism in the literature of India. Twice we are told did Mara, the Spirit of Evil, 
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seek to change his mind. The first time he offered a world kingdom if he would 
give up his ideal. ‘Then he returned with the forces of evil and they charged 
at him from front and rear. Throughout these assaults Gautama sat unmoved 
and determined. There in the shade of the sacred Bo-Tree he fought all day 
till, as evening fell, Enlightenment came and he was free. 


Thus did Siddartha Gautama become the Buddha, the “ Enlightened One.” 
His battle with his lower nature was won, his doubts left him for ever and the 
peace he had sought flooded his soul, never to leave him again. He had dis- 
covered the meaning of the world’s sorrow and had found its cure. If what he 
thought was true, he was the Saviour the whole world was seeking. What 
was the cause of the sorrow and pain of the world which had so saddened him ? 
Surely it was the desire for the things of sense: gold, fame, pleasure. Peace, 
true peace, could only come to man by the complete suppression of desire, the 
conquest of the lower nature by the mind. With that in mind he was strongly 
tempted to become a solitary recluse and spend the rest of his life in quiet enjoy- 
ment of his newly-found peace, but his great kindliness drove him to devote 
his time to spreading the gospel of his discovery as far as he could travel. So 
he went at once to Benares and quickly won back his deserted disciples by con- 
vincing them of the truth of what he taught. From then till he died he continued 
to win converts by hundreds and thousands. His great love for men and his 
longing to remove their burden of sorrow made him one of the greatest figures 
of the world’s history. He never tired of preaching his gospel and rejoiced at 
evety conversion. Five years had passed from his leaving home to his finding 
peace. Never another crisis came to disturb him from the day he left the Bo-Tree. 
For forty-five more years hetravelled up and down Indiateaching and preaching 
and, with his dignified sympathy and kindly way of dealing with all burdened 
souls, he came to be idolised by his followers. 


Several times on his journeys he visited Kapilavastu and met his wife and son, 
but though at first they hoped he was returning to his old life, they realised at 
last that he was lost to them for ever. Both became converts, one a nun and one 
a monk, penniless wanderers like the Buddha himself, depending on the charity 
of the kindly. At last, eighty years old, the Sage fell a victim of dysentery and lasted 
but a few hours. His last words were almost exaétly the same as those echoed 
by St. Paul 500 years later: “ Work out your own salvation with diligence.” 


Earnest to the last in his fight to relieve the world of its burden of sorrow, 
Sakyamuni Siddartha Gautama, the Buddha, passed away amid a group of his 
faithful followers. His was the purest chara¢ter India ever gave to the world, 
worthy of the honour bestowed on him by countless millions of believers 
throughout the ages and of our highest esteem and admiration. 


§ 5—Buddhism 


That was a wonderful period round about the year B.C. 550. Most of the great 
countries of the Near, Middle and Far East produced philosophers, prophets 
and poets to call their peoples to the Way of Truth and Life. In Palestine the 
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Second Isaiah was preceded by Ezekiel and Jeremiah and followed by Haggai 
and Zechariah ; Greece gave Socrates, Plato and Aristotle ; Zoroaster arose in 
Persia; China produced K’ung Fu Tsu and Lao Tsu, followed by Meng Tsu 
and Chuang Tsu; while India’s contribution was the Buddha. May we not 
say that all were raised up by God to prepare the Way of The Lord ? 


Like Jesus Christ and Mohammed after him, the Buddha left no written 
records, but an account of his aéts and teachings was put down in Pali some fifty 
years after his death in a book about twice the size of the Bible. 


Early Buddhism was a fairly simple faith. Firstly there were the Three Signs 
or Fundamental Truths :— 


1. There is no being—there is only a becoming. All creatures—gods, men, 
animals and things, are impermanent and must at last pass away. As gods are 
not essentially different from men, there is no need to look to them: so in 
Buddha’s philosophy no gods are needed and prayer is therefore unnecessary. 

2. Al life is full of misery. We cannot obtain what we want nor can we 
escape what we dislike, but there is a cure for all suffering and misery, and it 
is contained in the Four Noble Truths and the Noble Eightfold Path. 

The Four Noble Truths are : 


(i) All human experience involves suffering, because it flows from conscious 
existence. 


(ii) The origin of suffering is the thirst which craves for sensual delights, 
success in life or a future life. As long as the world has any attraction there 
must be pain and sorrow. 


(iii) Suffering is destroyed by getting rid of this thirst. Man must aim at 
the state wherein he has no desire. 

(iv) This is the Way, the Noble Eightfold Path: Right Beliefs, Right Hopes, 
Right Speech, Right Conduét, Right Endeavour, Right Living, Right State 
of Mind, and Right Thought or Meditation. 

As he travels this path the monk must break the Ten Fetters of Delusion : 
Self-delusion, Doubt, Faith in Good Works, Passions of the Senses, Ill-Wull, 
Love of the Earth-Life, Desire for Heaven, Pride, Self-righteousness and 


Ignorance. When he has travelled the Path and broken the Fetters, he will 


teach Nirvana “ The Going Out.” Nirvana, which may be obtained in this 
life, is a State of perfeét rest of mind, with no desires to disturb the peace, save 
only the desires for more peace and to hand on the gift to others. 


3. All life is without soul. Though we are individuals we do not possess 
separate souls; everything is but a temporary gathering together of qualities 
which are parts of the Universe. A clothed man sitting on a chair reading a book 
is a colleGtion of four illusions. ‘There is neither man, nor clothes, nor chair, 
nor book, but merely four sets of temporary collections of parts of the Universe 
held together by “ The Thread of Life.” At death, decay or destruction the 
Individual ceases to be, and the parts fall away, never in the same way to re- 
assemble. 
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There is no soul, so the Individual cannot come into existence again. But 
ere is a great apparent contradiction. Buddhists believe in Transmigration. 
How can there be, if there is no soul to pass over? ‘There is no soul, but some- 
thing there is which can, does, and must, pass over into another existence. That 
something is the complete total of all the thoughts, desires and actions of the 
temporary Individual. So man will rise higher or sink lower in his next 
existence, according as he adds to or takes from that moral total which he 
inherited. ‘That doétrine is the Buddha’s answer to the crucl inequalitics of life. 
Therefore while one single desire or longing remains, a man’s parts after death 
must re-assemble as another temporary Individual to carry along the Eightfold 
Path, and that must go on till at last one succeeds in crushing all desire and 
teaching Nirvana. ‘Then, when he dies, the collection of parts of the Universe 
which formed him will fall apart finally, for there will be nothing left round 
which to re-assemble. That is the Law of Karma. Karma is the Moral Total 


and new Individuals must go on being born till there is no more Karma; in 
other words, till all desire is used up. 


That was the original philosophy of Sakyamuni Siddartha Gautama, but it 
plowed too stiff for simple minds and never gripped the ‘‘ Man-in-the-Street.” 

evelopment, therefore, became both inevitable and necessary and, when it 
came, it transformed Buddhism to such an extent that in many countries it was 
teaching exactly the opposite to the tenets of the Buddha. 


So little is known of the remaining history of Buddhism in India, that it is 
impossible to trace the steps which led to its splitting up into two great sections 
about one hundred years after the Birth of Jesus Christ, though it appears certain 
that that cleavage led to its decline in the land of its origin. 


When the Mohammedans invaded India in A.D. 1000, Buddhism perished 
entirely, to survive and thrive only on foreign soil. 


§ 6— Shih Chiao 


Eight hundred years ago there appeared two schools of thought among the 
followers of the Buddha, and so great was the difference between their opinions 
that separation became inevitable. These parties then came to be known as 
Hinayana or “ The Lesser Vessel of Salvation” and Mahayana or “ The Greater 
Vessel of Salvation,” and for want of better terms we might label the former 
the Orthodox and the latter the Modernist (not the Reformed!). Hinayana 
won Ceylon, Burma, Siam and the Dutch East Indies. Mahayana swept across 
China, Tibet, Korea and Japan. Hinayana, while being much closer to the 
original philosophy of Gautama, nevertheless introduced certain innovations 
in response to popular demand. ‘The enormous veneration in which the Buddha 
was held during his life-time developed after his death into a form of worship. 
It was claimed that he was the last but one of a series of Buddhas, that he was 
born of a virgin and was a sinless, holy and perfect being. 


But the innovations introduced into Mahayana have never been accepted by 
Hinayana and certainly are repugnant to the teachings of Sakyamuni. There 1s 
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an Unknown Absolute Supreme Being, who manifested himself in many forms, 
one of which was Gautama ; so a Mahayana Buddhist can recognise the world’s 
great sages, including Jesus Christ, as Buddhas or Manifestations of the Supreme 
Being. 

Besides the Buddha, as objects of worship, there are also Bodhisattvas who 
have denied themselves Nirvana to save mankind. The greatest of these are 
Amitabha or Amida, “ Infinite Light and Love,” and Kuan Yin, the Goddess 
of Mercy. Every man is a potential Bodhisattva. Man has an immortal soul 
and salvation can be won in this world, so both Hell and Paradise are available 
for Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. Heaven is the true home of the soul, where 
eternal light, liberty and joy are found, and the various stages towards Heaven 
are accomplished by transmigration. 


Prayer naturally sprang from this recognition of the Divine Being and another 
inevitable step was the formation of a priesthood. Mahayana also recognised 
Ancestor Worship and thereby assured the success of its appeal to the Chinese, 
to whom it is known as Shih Chiao or the cult of Shih-Chia-Mu-Ni (their rendering 
of Sakyamuni). Shih Chiao won its way because it supplied a long-felt want. 
As the philosophy of Gautama, it would have left the Chinese cold, but in its 
Mahayana form it swept all before it, in spite of many bitter persecutions and a 
three-fold destru€tion of its temples. Its claim to bring man into touch with 
the Spiritual World reached the hearts of the Chinese, in spite of their dislike of 
the idle life of the monks and their horror of celibacy. To-day there must be 
at least one million Buddhist monks and nuns in Chinaalone. That the Buddhist 
monk is held in absolute contempt in China is due mostly to the unworthy Jives 
of many of the city and village priests, not to the simple, strié living and moral 
inmates of the monasteries, who spend their days seeking the light with earnestness 
and hope, from the day they repeated before the Abbot their “ Formula ” : 


I go for refuge to the Buddha, 
I go for refuge to the Law, 
I go for refuge to the Order. 


But as it exists to-day Chinese Buddhism in the cities and towns is, in prattice, 
remarkably like modern Taoism, a religion of magic, trickery and fake wonder- 
working. Mediation has taken the place of Meditation. The priests have 
made a lucrative business out of performing the religious duties of the people. 
Money will assist the progress of the dead, money will help to save the living. 
Charms and prayers can be bought, as well as crackers, candles and joss-sticks. 
Sad is the sight of a Chinese Buddhist town temple. Go to Kim Kiat Road, a 
cul-de-sac off Balestier Road in Singapore, and there you will find the great Low 
Kim Pong Temple, an architectural jewel, falling into decay amidst the dirt and 
cobwebs of years. There, too, you will observe a large number of resident 
priests, hangers-on and professional beggars. 


How different is this city temple from the great Kek Lok Monastery at Ayer 
Itam, Penang, where all is clean and orderly, where visitors are requested to 
“compose yourselves like gentlemen,” and are reminded of the priests’ vow of 
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poverty! Here in Singapore everything is dirty and the beauties of the place are 
marred by tawdry decorations and paper images scattered among the bronze 
and marble works of art. Mason-becs, spiders and white-ants are left in un- 
disturbed possession of the superb lacquer work, the large staff being apparently 
too lazy to do a hand’s turn at dusting and scrubbing. Every visitor is badgered 
and bullied for money at almost every step. Fifty times and more have I visited 
there and am known well to all the inhabitants, yet never once have I been 
permitted a peaceful inspection, and my friends are pestered to give, give, give! 


There is also a Rubber Fattory zz the temple, which helps to swell the funds of 
the institution. As to the actual worship, nobody takes any notice of the 
“ Services,” but conversation and laughter blend with the beating of gongs as 
accompaniment to the monotoned prayers of the priests, who, attired in the 
traditional Buddhist sacred robes, are not above accepting a cup of “ Cheenah 
Tay ” and a spot of gossip during the performance of their official devotions. 


All around are the evidences of the surviving Animism of Ancient China: 
images of the gods of Rain and Air, of the Spirit of Evil and as an “ opposite 
number ” the Spirit of Good, are side by side with those of the Buddha and 
Kuan Yin; while rich tablets of the Dead decorate the side chapels. Yes, that 
Temple and its inmates sadden one. How far Buddhism has fallen from the 
ideals of Sakyamuni! Yet there are many local Chinese who are really devout, 
practising in their daily lives the teachings of the Enlightened One, and from 
time to time they make their offerings and pay their devotions (and their cash !), 


Shih-Chia-Mu-Ni would not recognise Shih Chiao, for what he taught is now 
denied and what he repudiated is now believed. Yet in its modern form it 
provides singular parallels to Christianity and may have done some of the rough 
spade work of preparing the way for the advance of the Chinese Christian Church. 
There is, however, one vital contrast between these two faiths. Buddhism, 
secking to escape misery, abandons the world: Christianity, with its guarantees 
of peace and joy, works to save and redeem mankind. 


MONTREAL MEMBERS AND THE SEA-GOING BOY 


M ONTREAL Group is anxious to have the co-operation of members at home in the work 
IV Í they are undertaking with regard to sea-going boys. The Group is preparing to do an 
extensive piece of service this year for boys employed on board merchantmen or liners sailing 
between English or Scottish ports and Montreal. They have secured the use of a very good- 
sized room in the Sailors’ Institute, 352, Place Royale, Montreal, where any seafaring boys who 
call any evening after 7 p.m. will always find two Toc H members on duty to welcome them and 
do anything they can to help them. The Group began this work last year, and are very anxious 
to extend it. They have written to H.Q. suggesting that every home Branch and Group, 
situated in a seaport from which ships sail to Canada, should let shipping companies know that 
there is a Toc H Group in Montreal—at the address given above—who will look after their 
boys on the other side of the Atlantic. 
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WHAT IS A SCHOOLS TOUR’? 


NOTHER schools tour in London took place at the end of the Easter Holidays. East- 

bourne College took part throughout and representatives from Dover College, Sherborne 

and St. Edmund’s Canterbury were present for the first part. These tours are now a regular 

part of the work of the Schools Department of Toc H. So far they have been in London 

only, but it is hoped that other big centres may soon follow suit for schools within easier reach 
of them. It may be worth while therefore to explain their object and how they are planned. 


The boy at a public school has usually little, if any, acquaintance with the kind of life lived 
by fellows of his own age who have been born and brought up in circumstances different from 
his own. Yet when he leaves school, he will find himself, in many cases—in industry, in the 
services, in the medical profession, in the Church, brought into daily, and often into specially 
responsible, contaét with men and boys of many different types. His extra years of training 
Ought to fit him in various ways to be specially useful to his fellows, if—but only if—he 
has acquired the necessary understanding and sympathy with other people’s point of view. 
At most good schools he is probably presented with the theory of this often enough. But 
where personal relations are concerned, personal experience is the only royal road to under- 
standing. The school missions exist to promote that end: all honour to the small groups of 
men who make it possible for them to perform their double task. The schools department 
of Toc H in no way cuts across their aétivities, rather it should strengthen their hand. 


Here surely is a job which is precisely in line with the things Toc H stands for. It must be 
plain that the road to the fourth point of our Compass lies through the other three. Examine 
the last schools tour in the light of the first three points and the planning becomes clear. 


Let us take the third first. “ To bring the expert to the Group ” is one way of learning 
Everyman’s story, but to bring the group to experience is a vivid and legitimate variant. In 
this last schools tour the group went to see for themselves how some men and boys live. Some of 
the hundred-year-old courts off the Borough, with stuffy four-floor tenements at their nethermost 
extremity, back-to-back two-room houses in Salisbury Street, the now half-demolished maze 
of Hickman’s Folly. And then by way of contrast, what the London County Council has made 
of Tabard Street, and what the Bermondsey Borough Council is making of Salisbury Street. 
One vivid touch herc, an ex-soldier previously living in two squalid rooms on the site, invited 
us in and was proud to show us what he and his family could make of a real home when they were 
given one. Those who came on the tour had some chance of first acquaintance with the 
other man’s experience, first in a big tannery, where wet and dirty jobs are inseparable from 
some processes, then in watching the loading and unloading at the Albert Dock, and finally 
in the huge organisation of a splendidly equipped biscuit factory. Some few paragraphs of 
everyman’s story were surely conned in those hours. 


Service, public and personal, must come next. In these days the man who seeks to serve 
his fellows in ignorance of what public authority is doing is halving his own capacity. So we 
saw the industrial training given to boys and girls at the Borough Polytechnic, the work of the 
Juvenile Employment Exchange in helping those to whom the road of progress is hard, and in 
the light of such aétivities were able to glimpse the human values lying beneath the formal surface 
of a London County Council debate. The Lucas Tooth Training Institute on the physical side, 
the Oxford and Bermondsey Clubs, and the Eastbourne Club in Bethnal Green gave us some idea 
of the possibilities of personal service and of how closely it is linked with fellowship. In the clubs 
the first point of the Compass was obvious, and obvious again in the visit to the Brother’s House 
and to the Guest-night at Mark I. Last of all, when Padre Hope took us round All Hallows, 
and when we stood together for “ Light ” at Mark I, it may be that some of us got some inkling 
how, through the other three, the fourth point comes into its own. Hwan Ss 
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The Philadelphia Birthday 
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HILADELPHIA, with its oie Washington, celebrated their first Birthday 


Jew York an aA. bri s 
from noa aas Sia service, conduéted by Padres Eastburn, Sawbridge, Micon, Gy, 
The Festival began with a : mt 
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The “ Service of Light ” at Washington 


‘chtine of the Lamp in Toc H is never a formality, and sometimes it is really Memorable 
ae Sie ipi long in the memory of those who have taken part on S ceremony, One 
such memorable occasion was the night of April 25, when Washington Branch held their “ first 
Annual Re-dedication to their task,” in their great National Cathedral. The Lamp, Preceded 
by the choir, and followed by the Padres and the members, fifty strong, was carried in procession 
up the church, to the singing of the Hymn of Light. The flowing phrases of the Dedication 
(first heard in All Hallows at the 1922 Birthday) were spoken by the chief officers of the Branch 
—Sawbones, Padre; Clarence Aspinall, Vice-chairman; Coleman Jennings, Jobmaster ; John 
Gage, Warden of Mark I, U.S.A.; Eddie Steffe, Branch secretary; Erle Jackson, Registrar ; 
Woodie Houghton, Executive secretary; Monty Callis, Area secretary. Then, with the body 
of the Cathedral plunged in darkness, the Lamp was lighted from the Gospel candle on the altar 
by Jobmaster and Padre. The questions of Initiation were put and all the members made answer; 
tapers were kindled at the Lamp and the flame passed along the line, until every member held 
his light, symbol of his own pledge to shine. The youngest member, Wilson Slingerman, 
conduted the ceremony of “Light.” After tense silence and the final words, lights flooded 
the Church again. Canon Stokes (Toc H Advisory Council) preached, and Bishop Freedman 
said a few words. With the Battle Hymn of the Republic, a most impressive service closed. 


Such festivals need the poet’s pen and not the journalist’s, and it is good, therefore, to be able 
to add to a bald statement of fadts the beautiful expression of what the service felt like to one who 
was present. Sawbones, who sends the following poem home, says that “it catches exattly 
the inspiration of a very marvellous Rededication.” 


On 


Washington Cathedral, 25 .4.1928 

Bringing in eager hands 

An unlit torch, 

That it may borrow from a hallowed light 
An enkindling spark 

To show the Strip of pathway safe to tread 
l, When nights are dark. 


Pale in the vaulted roof 
The dim lights hang, 
Like stars in hushed expetancy of dawn; 
While down the paths, 

Hewn from white shadowed Stone 

The valiant band fares on 
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WASHINGTON CATHEDRAL: THE NORTH TRANSEPT AND CROSSING 


This architect's drawing (the block of which has been very kindly ient to the Journat by the 
Cathedral authorities) is prophetic: it shows the great church as it will eventually appear, The 
Project of building a National Cathedral at Washington was first conceived by a layman in 
1891. The foundation stone was laid in 1907; it came from the fields of Bethlehem and bears 
the inscription The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, The first portion to he com- 
pleted (1912) was the Bethlehem Chapel in the crypt, and there the Toc H Service was held. 
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WASHINGTON CATHEDRAL: THE NORTH TRANSEPT AND CROSSING 


This architect's drawing (the block of which has been very kindly ient to the Journat by the 
Cathedral authorities) is prophetic: it shows the great church as it will eventually appear, The 
Project of building a National Cathedral at Washington was first conceived by a layman in 
1891. The foundation stone was laid in 1907; it came from the fields of Bethlehem and bears 
the inscription The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, The first portion to he com- 
pleted (1912) was the Bethlehem Chapel in the crypt, and there the Toc H Service was held. 


MARK I INDIA AND ITS FIRSTTEAM OF HOST ELLERS (sec opposite page). Photographs by Johnston and Hoff mann 


The song is finished : A little Lamp all cager for its light, 

A great stillness falls— Captures its first brave glow. 

God’s stillness which is mightier than sound. 

Like waters welling up And taper after taper 

In crystal pools, Catches flame, 

Where sordid dreams are drowned. With bidding—‘ See you that the thing 
You do 


Makes man think better of your Father, God, 


Then, holding in holy tet y 
ca, holding in holy tether Because they have met you! 


Our desires, 

A voice leads upward our unworded prayer 
That in the glorious enterprise of God 

We all may share; 

That we seck for our feet 

No casy road leading to lesser goals 

Than first were shown; 

That God’s great city 

Lose no loveliness 

Because we fashion lazily our stone; 
Where life is at its hardest, 

There may we stand, ready 

To assuage the world’s great pain, 

And bathe bruised feet, 

As once the Master did, 

And sect them on the King’s highway again. 


Then every member, looking toward the light, 
Unto the Elder Brethren tribute pays— 

His light in hand— 

A proud thanksgiving: then all silently 
Avow to keep, as they, 

God’s high command. 


Glory of song; 

A litany of earnest honest prayer ; 

A brief commending to heroic love— 
Then, marching forth 

To that great Battle Hymn, 

They onward move. , 


And the pale Stars, 

Which hung expectant there, 

Have looked on splendour lovelier than dawn, 
Brave youth beside brave youth companioning, 
Valiant to carry on. 


Then alleluias raise us to our fect, 

Echoing down the hallowed lanes of white 
Hymning archangels and the cherubim 
And seraphs bright. 


And as our heads are bent 


Again we pause, sitting enthralled to hear In thankfulness, 
Whither the path has led and still leads on— For this young host who fain would build 
Deeds of a valiant band His kingdom of good will 
Who on that path have bravely gone. On earth again, 

We pray, O Lord, that never unfulfilled 
Then soars once more May their dreams be j 
A song of splendid faith ; Because their King and kingdom 


And while the last notes linger We forget to love aad serve—Amen ! 


(Loath to go) Lewis COLWELL. 


THE FIRST INDIAN ‘MARK’ 


“THE opening of Mark I India at 1, Auckland Place, Calcutta, was reported in the April 

JOURNAL, p. 158. What a fine House it is can be seen from the photograph on the 
opposite page. The lower picture shows the first team of hostellers—left to right, standing 
are W. W. Edwards, M. E. Ferrar, G. P. Simmons; seated, Padre C. E. Pearson, G. R. 
Frerichs (Warden) and B. G. Heeson. After the first week two more came in, and the Mark 
has had eight or more hostellers ever since. 
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N EMBERS have sometimes expressed disappointment with the Toc H ceremony of Initiation. 

It ought to impress itself on the minds of all who take part, especially on the new member, 
and it too often fails. The commonest reason for its Jack of dignity is lack of preparation by 
those taking the chief part. Candidates and sponsors are not ready at the appointed time, or 
do not know their words without prompting. Perhaps even the conduétor of the ceremony, 
stooping over the Lamp, has to decipher painfully the printed words he ought to be saying 
face to face with the candidate. Nothing can make Initiation dignified or impressive unless the 
chief actors know their places and arc word-perfect. At the same time, even when these elemen- 
tary things are faultless, some members Still feel that the ceremony needs more emphasis to 
be really impressive. It is not the aétual words spoken which are at fault—those phrases, by 
their sheer simplicity and truth, stick in the mind. ‘ What alone will maintain it ? ” many a 
Toc H member asks himself in private when he is thinking of his own poor service; and “ the 
rent we pay ” is often quoted by people outside Toc H as the keynote of the Movement. What 
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many feel to be needed is some rather more “ telling ” way of challenging the candidate and 
passing him, A suggestion is here made. It comes originally from the West Kent Branch, 
has been “tried out” elsewhere already, and is here presented with some modifications. It has 
at least the merit of simplicity ; it adds no new words to the ceremony, but it gives added mean- 
ing to the old words which time has already honoured for ‘Toc H in all parts of the world. 
It falls naturally into four stages, and there is, as will be scen, a definite meaning underlying 
the action at cach stage. It is herewith offered (with an explanatory diagram) to Branches and 
Groups for experiment and approval : 


PRELIMINARY : (a) The central space of the room is cleared, and all old Members form a Circle, 
Jacing inwards and leaving gaps between them corresponding to the number of New Members to be initiated 
and their sponsors. The Chairman takes his place at the point furthest from the entrance door, with the 
Lamp (or Rushlight) on a pedestal or small table, in front of him. (by The Lamp is lighted (without 
ceremony), and handed to the Padre, who carries it to the point in the circle nearest to the door, facing which 
he then stands. 


_Note that (a) non-members (including Probationers) who may be present, should not form part of the Circle; (4) the 
size and shape of the “ circle ” will naturally depend on the shape of the room, position of the door, etc. ; (c) the Lamp 
must be carried slowly, otherwise it will go out—but the dignity of the whole ceremony will be marred by undue haste. 


Firsr Stace: There is a knock at the door, and when it is opened, the first New Member, 
accompanied by his two sponsors, is seen standing outside. The Padre challenges them :— 


Padre: Who goes there ? 

Sponsors: A. B., a friend and brother to be. 

Padre (putting the Lamp into the New Member’s hands): What is this? 

New Member : The Lamp of Maintenance. (Or, in the case of a Rushlight, The Light of Toc H.) 
P.: What first lit it? 

N.M. : Unselfish Sacrifice. 

P.: What alone will maintain it? 

N.M. : Unselfish service. 

P.: What is Service ? 

N.M.: The rent we pay for our room on earth. 


P. (turning about and addressing the Chairman): Sir, A. B. Stands before you, duly sponsored, 
and has well answered our questions. 


Chairman (to the Circle of Members): Brothers, do you pass him? 
The Branch (or Group) assembled: Pass, friend. All’s well. 


(The underlying idea at this stage is that the New Member is challenged at the very outset, and cannot enter the 
Family Circle until he has satisfied his fellow members.) 


SECOND SraGE: The New Member, accompanied by his Sponsors on either hand, and preceded by the 
Padre bearing the lighted Lamp, advances across the centre towards the Chair. 

(Underlying idea—a Toc H member never need walk alone, and is always guided on his way by the Lantp.) 

THIRD Srace: The Padre sets the lighted Lamp on its pedestal,and remains standing before it; 
the Sponsors halt and stand beside him. The New Member advances to the Chairman, who gives him the 
right hand of Fellowship, and places the button-hole badge of Toc H in the lapel of his coat. 

(Underlying idea—the New Member’s bargain with Toc H is sealed, in the light of the Lamp and in the presence of 
his fellow members ; the wearing of the badge means that he is henceforward a ‘‘ marked man,” 

FourtH Stace: The New Member and his Sponsors step into the gaps in the Circle reserved for 


them, 
(Underlying idea—there is a place waiting in Toc H for every man who joins it, and without him the Family Circle 
cannat be complete.) 
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THE CEREMONY OF LIGHT 
The Chairman then conduits the ceremony of Light, in the usual form. 


(The point of taking “ Light ” after Initiation, instead of before, is, of course, that the whole Family, complete with 
its Dew incmbers, should share in it.) 


THE Toc H Prayer 


The Padre, Sill Sanding before the lighted Lamp, then leads members in the Toc H Prayer, in which al, 
Should join aloud ; after which the Lamp is extinguished and the meeting proceeds, 


IN CASE OF SEVERAL INITIATIONS 


If more than one New Member is to be initiated, the same procedure is repeated for each one, 
i.e., the door is closed, the Padre, holding the Lamp, challenges when it opens, and the several 
Stages are gone through. The Ceremony of Light and the Prayer, of course, only occur once— 
when the last Initiation is finished. (In any case each member should be initiated individually 
—never several members en bloc. It is recommended that, as a rule, not more than two 
New Members be initiated on one evening.) 


GUARD OF THE LAMP. 


DHESEND OF A CHAPTER 


fNNE of the regular jobs which Toc H has been doing for the last three years has just come 

to an end—with regret at the conclusion of a very happy picce of service, and with joy 
that our work gives place to “ some better thing.” The job in question is the conduéting of 
the Sunday services in the Church Army Hostel at Ypres. Three years ago Herbert Fleming, 
as Administrative Padre, was approached by the Church Army and asked whether Toc H padres 
could go over periodically for the weck-end to Ypres. The arrangement was first put in opera- 
tion once a month, but it was not long before Toc H was invited to send a padre every week-end, 
with the exception of the fourth Sunday in each month, when the services were taken by the 
Chaplain to the Imperial War Graves Commission. Since then almost every week-end has seen 
a Toc H padre in Ypres, ministcring to one of the most appreciative and delightful little congrega- 
tions (mostly gardeners and others employed in the war cemeteries, with their families) that one 
could wish to help. At the suggestion of Herbert Fleming—a suggestion welcomed by the 
Church Army—Free Church padres took their part in this work. How much we have achieved 
we shall never know, but at least we have the satisfaétion of a share in maintaining the only 
English services in the Salient, and of helping to keep together the nucleus of the congregation 
for the new church which now Stands opposite the Cathedral of St. Martin. A resident padre 
has beenappointed and the padres of Toc H, having“ done their bit ” in their weekly comings 
and goings, now resign the work to able and more permanent hands. The padres cease to go, 
but Toc H remains in the new-old city. The Ypres Group should be of valuc to the Chaplain, 
giving him a body of workers ready to his hand. 

One cannot write Finis to this chapter in Toc H jobs without paying tribute to the way in 
which the Church Army authorities, at home and over there, received such help as we could 
offer. They have provided a travelling pass and seen to our comfort on the way. Special 
gratitude is due to Mrs. Naylor and the staff of the Hostel in Ypres, where every padre has been 
made to feel really at home ; and to our many friends in the War Graves Commission, from the 
Chief downwards, who have gone out of their way to make our visits interesting. 

Writing to inform Toc H of the appointment of a resident Chaplain, the Church Army say, 
“the Bishop (of Fulham, whose diocese is Northern and Central Europe) expresses his own and the 
Bishop of London’s warm appreciation of what has been done to carry on the services, and it is 
certain that our co-operation with Toc H has been of real value.” ANDS 
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TOC H IN TRAINING 


Major E. A. BELCHER, the Appeal Direitor for the Toc H Endowment Fund, has issued a circular 
from the Appeal Office, Byron House, St. James’ s St., SW 1, to all Branches and Groups, in which he says : 
pF Endowment Fund has now reached nearly £50,000. Apart from a number of 

very generous donations from old supporters of Toc H, donations from all the big five 
banks and donations from the principal City Companies, the bulk of this money has come from 
the general public in response to the circular issued from the Appeal office and to the individual 
efforts of members of Toc H. The Appeal Committee suggest that a special and general effort 
throughout the whole movement should be made during the period beginning Saturday, June 16, 
and ending Saturday, June 23, which is the birthday of H.R.H. The Prince of Wales, and during 
this period the movement should aim at raising an additional £25,000. The Appeal Committee 
consider that a concentrated effort of this description will influence to a very large degree the 
further assistance which may be secured from the public towards the completion of the Fund. 
It is suggested that this period should be called “ Toc H in Training,” and that every member 
of Toc H should endeavour to help the Endowment Fund in the following ways :— 

1. By denying himself for a period of eight days every form of luxury which costs money 
and earmarking the proceeds as a gift to the Endowment Fund, or by devoting to the Fund 
his income for one week or less, according to what may be financially possible to 
the individual. 

2. By taking a subscription list and endeavouring to secure from his friends sufficient small 
donations to fill one list or more. 

3. By purchasing or securing the sale of one copy of the Summer Annual of Toc H, published 
at Whitsuntide under the title The Gallant Adventure. It will be on sale at all the principal 
bookstalls in the country. It may, however, be pointed out that if any Group or Branch 
can send to these offices one complete order for a certain number of Summer Annuals, 
they can be despatched direét to the Group, or Branch, Secretary, and the Endowment will 
receive the full benefit of the publication without the deduétion of the selling commission. 

The proceeds of these eight days of “ Toc H in Training ” will be presented in a detailed report 
to H.R.H. The Prince of Wales as a birthday gift from Toc H to the Endowment Fund. 

It should be added that in cases where local appeals are now in progress for the local endowment 
of chaplaincies or houses, there is no reason why the contributions to the Prince of Wales Birth- 
day Fund should not be earmarked for such purpose. 

Overseas Branches and Groups will of course seleét their own week. ETOT: 


E Gallant Adventure £ 


A FEW prey-bearded members among us remember, and proudly possess, The Christmas 
LX Spirit: the First Chrismas Annual of Toc H, 1920, with its jolly cover and contents. More 
than once since then a worthy successor to it has been dreamt about. But now the dream 
comes entirely truc ; the friendly face of Gallant Adventure : the Toc H Annual, 1928, welcomes you 
from every railway bookstall; it lies upon your table, is propped on your pillow at midnight, 
is forcibly scrounged by your friends. In size and shape it equals its predecessor; in contents 
it even surpasses it—and to say that is to “ say a mouthful.” At the very outset the two Annuals 
have a very happy feature in common—both open with a portrait of, and a special message of 
greeting and Godspeed from, H.R.H. the Patron. Gallant Adventure has the definite aim of 
helping forward the Toc H Endowment Fund: as the Prince says, those who buy it “ will not 
only feel that they have valuc for money, but will know that their money has gone to a good 
cause.” Itis published by St. Catherine’s Press. It should be ordered from any bookshop, 
or from the Toc H Appeal Offices, Byron House, St. James’s Street, S.W.1—not from Toc H. 
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There should be no need for a prospectus of its contents in detail, for within a month the 
Annual will surely have'touchcd the hands, hearts and pockets of every member. The title 
and the pi@ure on the cover speak with the same voice—“ gallant adventure,” a boat pushing 
off from the side of a towering Walter Raleigh ship for some unknown beach. And the freight 
which these covers carry is rich indeed. Many of those who have written or painted or drawn 
for the book are old friends of Toc H. A. A. Milne writes the introduétion ; Laurence Binyon 
adds to the debt which Toc H, world-wide, owes him for They shall grow not old by a beautiful 
poem (reproduced in his own handwriting) about the Lamp; here are Robert Blatchford and 
Ian Hay with their gay short stories ; Sir Owen Seaman with his verses ; Miss Attwell, Bruce 
Bairnsfather, H. M. Bateman, John Hassall, Heath Robinson, J. A. Shepherd, Professor Rothen- 
Stein, E. L. Stampa with their pi¢tures—all these have served Toc H before, but never better 
than now. And when has Rudyard Kipling sung morc truly of our race than in The Children’s 
Song, or Stephen Leacock ragged his own profession more joyously than here? Add to these 
the other members of a team that has no “ tail ”—as writers, Hugh Montgomery, Maud Diver, 
J. Williams, L. G. Eady, C. Fox Smith, Gilbert Frankau, Rose Henniker Heaton, Sir George 
MacMunn, Adrian Porter, George Curnock; as draughtsmen, E. A. Cox, Hugh Wilkinson, 
Will Topham, Maxwell Ayrton, Hanslip Fletcher. Where else can you get sucha 36-course 
meal for half-a-crown? The final pages come from the pen best known of all to Toc H members: 
Tubby brings old treasures out of his great Store of memory. ‘“‘ Who shall say . . . thatit isa 
cause wherein the worker need be faint-hearted ?’’—those are his words which end the Annual, 
and the Lamp stands below. That is the only spirit and the true sign for “ gallant adventure.” 

BJE! 


CONTROVERSY : A NOTE 


| fee controversy with regard to the appointment of Unitarian ministers as Toc H padres, 
and the Central Executive’s and Central Council’s decisions against such appointments 
(see JouRNAL, March, pp. 97-102, and May, pp. 177-191) continue, as would be expetted, to 
have their aftermath of argument and criticism—chiefly in Unitarian periodicals and meetings. 
The suggestion, made by one or two Toc H members, that this Journat had been unfair in 
not opening its pages unreservedly to statements of “ the other side’s ” case, led the Editor to 
consult Tubby. Here is his reply, dated May 17 :— 
“I have been thinking a good deal about our momentary talk. I feel that I have been more 
than a little sclfish in not realising before how intensely difficult your own position has been 


_as Editor of the JOURNAL and so much beside. No one who knew you could for a moment 


question the utter fairness of your judgment in the disposal of the all too circumscribed space 
available month by month ; and it is surely important to remember that on a basis of their voting 
Strength within the Movement, the space already allotted to the presentation of the Unitarian 
issue has been disproportionately generous—to the Unitarians. I feel very strongly that the 
echoes of the controversy are becoming matters to be dealt with by personal patience and 
understanding. It is plain to any who are in vital touch with Toc H, that the verdict of the 
Society as a whole has been given in such decisive terms that the decision is final. The cost 
of all this in time, money, and mental suffering has been such that no true friend of Toc H 
could desire that it should be carried further within the pages of the JOURNAL.” 
It is clear that argument about the Person of Our Lord (which has arisen in some form in 
every Christian century) might continue to fill pages in this JourNaL for an indefinite number 
of years to come—and Still the “last word ” would not have been said on both sides. The 
Editor therefore proposes to leave the matter where it stands, so far as these pages are concerned. 
In this he is supported, not only by Tubby, but (he believes) by the very great majority of his 
fellow-membcers. EDITOR. 
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TOC H SCOTLAND. A REPORT 


The following forms a seflion of the official report submitted, in May, to the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland by its Committee on Chriftian Life and Work. Both the style and the initials at the end 
reveal the writer to be Padre George Macleod (Edinburgh Branch). 


TT is an old problem whether a West Highland ferry-boat—-whose every rib and spar has been 

changed in the course of years of wear and years of repair—remains the same boat. Striétly 
it is not; but in truth it may claim its first name if it still withstands the old currents and rides 
the same tides, though channels may have shifted and landmarks greatly changed. 


It is doubtful if 10 per cent. of the men who knew the old boat of Toc H, as it once sailed 
the sea that raged round Ypres, arc a€tive members still ; yet she Still sails to carry an cver-chang- 
ing complement of men to a new view of things. 

The prophets who prediéted the collapse of Toc H, as the war years receded from memory, 
forgot she was created to fulfil a purpose rather than to maintain a Stru€ture. Her guardians 
have rencwed her spar by spar, and have only kept the lines essential for mecting changeless 
tides. And Tides of Peace are much the same as Tides of War. Warring tides are white- 
foamed and ugly and very speétacular. More peaceful tides are milky, and call for less comment, 
but sometimcs they run stronger, and those who go down in them go down without glory. 
Toc H originally sailed one sea in Flanders, to guide men aright to another place. She now 
sails seven seas, and guides many young men across less spectacular but no less dangerous 
tides in all parts of the world. 


This is the first fun@tion of Toc H: to create a fellowship that will help men go Straight. 
Her social work, “ service demands,” and corporate aétivities are but the oars and sails to help 
men’s minds accomplish thcir purpose. As such, of course, they are of the first importance, 
but only as such. To-day there are Toc H crews in every industrial centre in England and in 
many of the most pivotal points in the Empire. Everywhere they maintain the same course 
as their elder brothers set them in France and Flanders. There Toc H stood for a place where 
officers met men, and brass-hats, bad-hats. Enter the Ceylon group at Colombo and you will 
find to-day not only the tea planter meeting the shop manager, but both of them meeting and 
learning to understand the Christian men in whose land they are. There is no colour bar in 
Toc H, Ceylon; and it works. 

Toc H Scotland progresses. Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, Coatbridge, Greenock, 
Irvine, and Govan have their Branches and Groups, and already members from Scotland have 
gone out to the Empire to find the family is world-wide. 


The jobs of work they have found to do are as wide as their conditions are different. Govan 
has created a Boys’ Swimming Club that is now 200 strong, and are organising motor runs for 
the soldiers’ hospitals in their area, though as a Group it is hardly 20 strong. Dundee has in- 
augurated wireless for the blind in that city, installing sets and maintaining them, and has revived 
a Boys’ Club that was well-nigh dead for lack of leaders. Glasgow deals in crippled children 
by the hundred, and has manccuvred 50 private cars into action for the purpose. Coatbridge 
has discovered institutions in the town that never had concerts: they now have them. Edinburgh 
digs gardens in the waste places of the city, and makes those places a little lovelier to the eye. 
And all Branches and Groups find scout-masters, probation officers, and corporate jobs of service 
too diverse to mention. 

Six University students, members of one Branch, took to the road at Chrigtmas-time, something 
after the manner of Franciscans, going from Dunkeld to Struan, carrying a message of cheer 
to road-menders and all whom they met on the way. One night they slept on a vestry floor, 
another with a kindly farmer, a third with a hotel-keeper who returned all remuneration. When 
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they returned they pretended they had done no good ; but the farmer thought quite differently, 
and all agreed that they had learnt something of the Way. 


All the Branches and Groups are growing and consolidating. Edinburgh and Glasgow 
enter permanent headquarters during the coming year. Aberdeen and Dundee are facing in the 
same direétion. Full particulars of Toc H can be obtained from the Edinburgh Secretary, 
Evan MacCandlish, 9, South Learmouth Gardens, Edinburgh. G. F. M. 


L.W.H.: FORGING THE LINKS 


S WE are standing now whcre the eyes of all the world arc on us, night and day ”— 
this quotation is taken froma short article in the current number of The Link (of Toc H 
Australia), and it seems to remind us that we not only build in our own country, but are joining 
hands right round “ all the world.” Nothing gives us greater pleasure than to have our sisters 
in L.W.H. from Australia, South Africa, and other countries come to see us at either of the 
“ Junes ” or the office.* It is delightful to feel that, although separated by many miles of land 
and sea, our thoughts, our way of life, our jobs, our prayers, are identical. Any Branch and 
Group meeting in those distant lands has everything in common with any Branch and Group 
meeting here, whether held in London or in the smallest village. Ours is a great responsibility 
undoubtedly, but the common cause links us together as nothing else can. It is a joy to keep 
in touch, to realise that we are one. That we reach so far keeps us from any narrowness and 
lets fresh air into our hearts, our work, our thoughts, and we hope that our sisters overseas 
like as much to keep in touch as do their sisters who are working in the Mother Country. 


L.W.H. at home is endeavouring to find the right means of beginning work among girls 
who arc at school: in some cascs they have begun. It presents a difficult problem owing to 
the exigencies of school work, yet it is a necessary problem. And so it is good to hear of a girls’ 
school in Australia holding a special service cach Monday morning in remembrance of the 
Elder Brethren—a wonderful idea, for what could knit those girls so much to Toc H as to keep 
them in constant remembrance of the sacrifice and fellowship and service our Elder Brethren 
gave? This weekly joining up in prayer with those who have gone over cannot fail to keep 
the Light burning brightly in our younger sisters’ hearts and to join those far away with those in 
our homeland ; and when they leave school and take up prattical jobs for L.W.H. they will have 
this common link of prayer between them. 


We have had a link from Australia lately in the return of Daysic to New June. She was at 
our Hostel two years ago, and since then she has been to Brisbane, working with the Group 
there, doing Shelter work as her principal job. Now she has returned to bring an atmosphere 
of other climes and conditions and a fecling of wider fellowship to our work at home. 


South Africa now has Padre and Mrs. Ellison. We had Mrs. Ellison with us here so much 
while her husband was in Canada, that we feel we know the members of South African Groups 
because she will be among them. It is this delightful fellowship that gives us so much joy 
when our sisters come to sce us and bring us evidence of the great bond and sympathy between 
us. It is indeed a wonderful fellowship, in which we must feel that ‘ the eyes of all the world 
are upon us night and day.” We do need to build bravely—sometimes to alter the method of 
building according to surroundings and climate, but never to build with any other aim but that 
our buildings may always be open to receive everyone who wishes to enter into our fellowship 
and ready for service to those who necd it so much. Above all they must be full of light, 
for that is the health of a house—the light of prayer. That is how all members of Toc H L.W.H. 
are trying to build. Let us be glad that we are joining hands all round the world in women’s 
work, and doing our part in “ the good work thus begun.” M. B. W. 

* The central office of L.W.H. is now at 87 and 88, Chandos House, Palmer Street, S.W.1. 
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TOC H SPORTS, LONDON, April 28, 1928. déove: The finish of the 100 yards. S. H., Bush (Hammersmith—No. 22) 

winning; D. B. Anderson (Hammersmith—No.z) second. Below: A heat in the 200 yards low hurdles. C. K. Vartan 

(Mark II—No. 2), and D. R. Batchelor (Mark II—No. 1).—Snapshors by N. C. Pratt (Wimbledon Branch). 
See pages 252-253. 


ACROSS THE FOOTLIGHTS 
z The Admirable Crichton E 


HE London Toe H Drama League has now reached its 


third play and given its sixty-ninth performance—sure] not ar 

with some really “ high lights OL special achievement aoe it. Rous a 
“ Jights » has been The Admirable Crichton, which the League played to crowded houses at the 
Cripplegate Theatre on May 8 aga 9. Sir James Barrie’s delicious fantasy demands a light 
aick-moving humour—with unexpected flights into real pathos, and a cast of two dozen ples A 
Both the humour and the pathos rang true, and the players were admirably found for every 
arte The plot of the piece is probably familiar to many readers. Itis indeed a sort of sly 
comment on the Toc H motto “ All rank abandon”; Barrie nearly always takes a big idea, 
„bout which we tend to be solemn, and pulls our legs over it. A truly tremendous peer, the 
Earl of Loam, has notions about “ abandoning rank,” and even makes practical experiments 
with joint weekly tca-parties of the drawing room and the servants’ hall, An equally tremendous 
putler, Crichton, rules $ the upper servants, the lower servants, and the odds-and-ends ” (in- 
cluding a “ tweeny-maid,” on whom he has “cast a favourable eye”). The Earls projet 
of a world voyage on his yacht consternates the lower regions of the house: one by one the 
servants give notice, until Crichton and the “ Tweeny ” alone remain to join the party. A& II 
shows, as the butler discreetly remarks, that “ circumstances alter cases.” The yacht is wrecked 
on a desert island, the family and servants alone are saved. But now Crichton is the only 
resourceful and efficient person, and T'weeny the only other who preserves good spirits and 
common sense: the family is a comic mob of frightened, outraged people who have lost not 
only their boots but their dignity. The best man therefore takes command, and in A& III, 
Crichton, the butler, has become “ The Guv.” ; while the Earl is just “ Daddy,” and the haughty 
Lady Mary is “ Polly,” the upper servant who waits on “ The Guv.” at table, and is overcome 
when he asks her to become his “ Queen.” Result, allround hard work and happiness in the 
“Happy Home ” they have built. This idyll is suddenly shattered by a ship’s gun—they have 
/ been sighted and are rescued. At once the roles are again reversed, and in A& IV we see the 
Joha Vornon jian = DAN London drawing room again, with the Earl more portentous than ever, Lady Mary engaged to 

(eres ola A a fatuous young Lord, the whole family reduced to telling pi&uresque lies in their travel book 

ege) Three-quarter Pis A, and to a prying visitor ; Crichton is once more the perfeét butler and Tweeny the bashful “ lower 

servant.” It makes a Toc H member ponder over his cherished doétrine about “rank”! 

It is no flattery to say that the Drama League scored a remarkable success. The Earl of Loam 

(W. Ellis Reynolds) was indeed peerless as a peer; the Admirable Crichton (Charles F. Barrett) 

was in all respeéts admirable. Lady Mary (Miss Winifred Gardener) caught both the wit and the 

real touch of tragedy in her big part, and was excellently backed by Lady Agatha (Miss Phyllis 

Anstey) and Lady Catherine (Miss Gladys Clarke). John Anstey as the young shirker, the Hon. 
Ernest Woolley, fully maintained a reputation which the past produétions of the Drama League 
have given him. One of the best pieces of aĉ&ting in each A& went to the credit of Miss Bertha 
Sparks as Tweeny : she won everyone’s hearts, as well as the butler’s, by being “ vulgar within 
NG y t X reason.” Miss Margaret Elmar as the detestable dowager, Lady Brocklehur i, was not long on the 
ChiniDavice \ aN On Ni “> Stage, but she held every inch of it in her big moments. Alfred Farmer as the curate, Rev. Jobn 
(ola Stovtfovärane) Serum-half a S Treherne, whether shipwrecked or drawing room variety, deserves a word of sincere praise— 
(Landon Scottish)  Tavee -avarter and so does everybody in the smaller parts, “ speaking ” or “ walking on.” Finally the producer, 
Jack Sealey, must certainly be mentioned : the whole mise-en-scène was excellent, and the island 
Sunset, with the castaways round the fire, which saw the curtain down in the second A&, was 
teally beautiful. On the first night the full Toc H orchestra, and on the second a jolly quartet 
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ACROSS THE FOOTLIGHTS 
z The Admirable Crichton E 


HE London Toe H Drama League has now reached its 


third play and given its sixty-ninth performance—sure] not ar 

with some really “ high lights OL special achievement aoe it. Rous a 
“ Jights » has been The Admirable Crichton, which the League played to crowded houses at the 
Cripplegate Theatre on May 8 aga 9. Sir James Barrie’s delicious fantasy demands a light 
aick-moving humour—with unexpected flights into real pathos, and a cast of two dozen ples A 
Both the humour and the pathos rang true, and the players were admirably found for every 
arte The plot of the piece is probably familiar to many readers. Itis indeed a sort of sly 
comment on the Toc H motto “ All rank abandon”; Barrie nearly always takes a big idea, 
„bout which we tend to be solemn, and pulls our legs over it. A truly tremendous peer, the 
Earl of Loam, has notions about “ abandoning rank,” and even makes practical experiments 
with joint weekly tca-parties of the drawing room and the servants’ hall, An equally tremendous 
putler, Crichton, rules $ the upper servants, the lower servants, and the odds-and-ends ” (in- 
cluding a “ tweeny-maid,” on whom he has “cast a favourable eye”). The Earls projet 
of a world voyage on his yacht consternates the lower regions of the house: one by one the 
servants give notice, until Crichton and the “ Tweeny ” alone remain to join the party. A& II 
shows, as the butler discreetly remarks, that “ circumstances alter cases.” The yacht is wrecked 
on a desert island, the family and servants alone are saved. But now Crichton is the only 
resourceful and efficient person, and T'weeny the only other who preserves good spirits and 
common sense: the family is a comic mob of frightened, outraged people who have lost not 
only their boots but their dignity. The best man therefore takes command, and in A& III, 
Crichton, the butler, has become “ The Guv.” ; while the Earl is just “ Daddy,” and the haughty 
Lady Mary is “ Polly,” the upper servant who waits on “ The Guv.” at table, and is overcome 
when he asks her to become his “ Queen.” Result, allround hard work and happiness in the 
“Happy Home ” they have built. This idyll is suddenly shattered by a ship’s gun—they have 
/ been sighted and are rescued. At once the roles are again reversed, and in A& IV we see the 
Joha Vornon jian = DAN London drawing room again, with the Earl more portentous than ever, Lady Mary engaged to 

(eres ola A a fatuous young Lord, the whole family reduced to telling pi&uresque lies in their travel book 

ege) Three-quarter Pis A, and to a prying visitor ; Crichton is once more the perfeét butler and Tweeny the bashful “ lower 

servant.” It makes a Toc H member ponder over his cherished doétrine about “rank”! 

It is no flattery to say that the Drama League scored a remarkable success. The Earl of Loam 

(W. Ellis Reynolds) was indeed peerless as a peer; the Admirable Crichton (Charles F. Barrett) 

was in all respeéts admirable. Lady Mary (Miss Winifred Gardener) caught both the wit and the 

real touch of tragedy in her big part, and was excellently backed by Lady Agatha (Miss Phyllis 

Anstey) and Lady Catherine (Miss Gladys Clarke). John Anstey as the young shirker, the Hon. 
Ernest Woolley, fully maintained a reputation which the past produétions of the Drama League 
have given him. One of the best pieces of aĉ&ting in each A& went to the credit of Miss Bertha 
Sparks as Tweeny : she won everyone’s hearts, as well as the butler’s, by being “ vulgar within 
NG y t X reason.” Miss Margaret Elmar as the detestable dowager, Lady Brocklehur i, was not long on the 
ChiniDavice \ aN On Ni “> Stage, but she held every inch of it in her big moments. Alfred Farmer as the curate, Rev. Jobn 
(ola Stovtfovärane) Serum-half a S Treherne, whether shipwrecked or drawing room variety, deserves a word of sincere praise— 
(Landon Scottish)  Tavee -avarter and so does everybody in the smaller parts, “ speaking ” or “ walking on.” Finally the producer, 
Jack Sealey, must certainly be mentioned : the whole mise-en-scène was excellent, and the island 
Sunset, with the castaways round the fire, which saw the curtain down in the second A&, was 
teally beautiful. On the first night the full Toc H orchestra, and on the second a jolly quartet 
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i} = Tilly of Bloomsbury < 


i TF space did not forbid, one might be tempted to speculate on what would happen to the 

British theatre if a sudden resolve were taken by all editors to use none but untried novices 
to write their dramatic criticisms—as is the case with the present review of Ti//y of Bloomsbury, 
performed in the Century Theatre, London, on May 18, 19, and June 5 by members of Second 
June and Mark I. 

Ian Hay’s play itself is, perhaps, too well known to need further description. But there is 
always a special interest in watching an amatcur performance when one knows most of the cast. 
If one’s own acquaintance, seen a few minutes before, behind the scencs, in the throes of “ making 

f up,” can move onc to all the emotions intended by the author, they have scored a real triumph. 
And that triumph was scored by che cast in question. The cast were all good, but always some 
are more good. (This is what is known as ta&, but in this case it is also exaét truth.) Special 
mention in despatches must be made of some. Miss Leonard, as Ti//y, showed one just the 
charaéter one had always imagined when reading the story—she ceased to be “ Len” and just 
was Tilly ; Miss Sharpe, as Mrs. Welwyn, carncd the special praise of the author at dress rehearsal, 
and was still better on the opening night ; Miss Coleman, as Granny Banks, was supreme in senile 
obstinacy (as also, we hear, was Miss Swain in the same part the following night); Mr. Oswald 
Knock as S#i//bottle was exquisitely funny and excellently restrained, nobly resisting the strong 
temptation to burlesque his part; Mr. Warham as the Reverend Adrian Rylands was most con- 
vincingly futile, and a fully adequate answer to the question “ Why go to church?” And last, 
but not least, Mr. Ian Wallace was entirely real and satisfying as Dick Mainwaring. ‘The rest of | 
the company nobly seconded the work of the principals. 

Great gratitude was felt and expressed for the kindness of Mr. Ian Hay, the author, who 

generously gave an evening to attending and criticising the dress rchearsal, and sent a most 

kindly telegram of good wishes for the opening night. The nett takings are to be divided 
ear between the Toc H Appeal Fund, L.W.H. Funds, and Mark I Scouts. “ STALLS HE 


THE HYMNS OF TOC H 


A Sall members know, the hymns specially written for Toc H by Tubby and others, as well 
& as those now associated with our festivals all over the world— Jerusalem, The Pilgrim Hyun, 
The Battle Hymn, The Inheritance—are to be found, with words and music, in The Toe H Song Book 
(price 1s.). At the same time a cheaper form, suitable for distribution to a congregation at 
a Birthday Thanksgiving, for instance, has long been needed. Such a Hymn Sheet the Reading 
Branch produced, with permission from H.Q., for a recent festival, and have had the happy 
thought of printing in quantities for the use of other Branches and Groups. The ten hymns 
(words only) are well printed on the two inside pages of a four-page leaflet, headed with the 
Lamp and the names “ Toc H” and “L.W.H.” <Any Branch or Group using the shcct can 
therefore have its own printing done on the front and back pages. The price is 5s. per 100, 
post free, the profit going to Headquarters: applications should be sent to the Secretary, Toc H, 
St. Laurence Old Schools, Abbey Street, Reading, and sof to H.Q. London. 


A New SETTING. 

A little while ago a lady in Leeds asked permission from H.Q. to reprint the Hymn of Light 
(as originally written by B.B.) with a new setting of her own of the Londonderry Air. This was 
done, and has already had some success. The Harrogate Education Authority, for instance, 
used it for some local schools to sing on Empire Day this year. The hymn is here designed to 
be sung in unison (not in parts as in the Toc H Song Book) to Miss Rhodes’ harmonised accom- 
paniment. It is well suited to the organ. Copies’ (price 3d. each) can be obtained from Miss 
E. E. Rhodes, 170, Otley Road, Lecds. 
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MULTUM IN 


Ø Tussy sails on June 15 for Sout 
America and expeéts to return at the end of 
September. God-speed from us all ! 


@ Commander S. H. Frorpe (Belfast), nom- 
inated by the Central Executive to represent 
the General Branch on the Central Council 
(see May JourNaL, p. 210) finds himself 
unable to serve. H. J. (“ Dick ”)} Hottoway 
(Wimbledon; Hon.-Treasurer, Regnal League) 
has been co-opted to the Central Exccutive. 


@ The next NorrHern CONFERENCE will 
be held in Manchester on October 13-14, ot 
Oétober 6-7, as previously announced ; the 
BirrHpay FestivAu will be celebrated in 
London during the week-end December 8-9. 


@ The Sourn AFRICAN PILGRIMAGE to 
Delville Wood is on July 14-16, and to the 
Menin Gate on July 21-23. Apply for 
patticulars to E. H. Bazeley, Mark II. 


Ø A party of sixteen GERMAN SCHOOLBOYS, 
with two masters, visited London under the 
guidance of Toc H from May 14-28. Im- 
pressions will be given in the July JOURNAL. 


@ On April 30 a KENNINGTON MEMBER was 
taking the boys of the Quinn Square Club 
(managed by his Branch) for an evening 
run over Blackfriars Bridge when he saw a 
man jump into the Thames and a policeman 
dive tothe rescue, He unhesitatingly followed, 
but the man was drowned. How’s that for 
leadership in a Boy’s Club leader ? 


Ø “One of the founders of Toc H, the Rev. 
M. P. Leonard, of Manchester, is in LONDON 
with the object of founding a Branch there ”— 
Manchester Evening News, May 19, 1928. 
“ What Manchester thinks to-day,” London, 
alas ! will not have the chance of finding out 
to-morrow. Pat writes to the London Secre- 
tary that he regards the job as hopeless. 


g A lady at Bournemoutn, the aunt of a 
member, has very kindly offered free hospitality 
during June, July and August to tired Toc H 
Padres (one at a time). Any padre wishing 
to take advantage of this should write to 
the Registrar at H.Q. 


PARVO 


Ø H.Q. has been asked to recommend a pupil 
for a coffce estate in TANGANYIKA. Apply 
to the General Secretary for particulars. 


Ø Secretaries’ List, May Alterations and sAddi- 
lions : (a) New Groups : CARSHALTON, G. Paul, 
“ Cromarty,” Woodstock Road; DARLINGTON, 
L. Griffiths, 40, Vancouver Strect; Govan, 
D. C. Morris, 13, Gibson Street, Hillhead, 
Glasgow ; Heanor, F. C. Price, 38, Wilmot 
Road ; PEMBERTON, F. Simon, 87, Moor Road, 
Orrell, Wigan; ReppisH, E. Roberts, 3, 
Quarmby Road, Gorton, Manchester. Over- 
seas: BARKLEY West, R. J. Baynes, Barkley 
West, Orange Free State; BROKEN HILL, G. 
Vincent, P.O. Box 28, Broken Hill, Rhodesia ; 
Que Que, S. H. Rose, Que Que, S. Rhodesia. 


(b) New Hostel: Tue Rep House, East 
Street, Leeds. 


(c) Change of Secretary: ALDERSHOT, H. W. 
Sandy, 26, Park Road; Brixron,, C. M. 
Smith, 16, Albert Mansions, S. Lambeth 
Road, S.W.8 ; CLACTON-oN-SEA, H. Blakelock, 
“ Eastville,” Eaton Road; CREWKERNE, F. 
Jones, Church Street; Dorsanstown, E. 
Graydon, 10, Cleveland Place; GRANTHAM, 
G. R. Pacey; 17, Union Street; GRIMSBY, 
R. G. Bennet, 1, Torrington Street; HOLM- 
FIRTH, P. Beardsell, 16, Woodland Road; 
Leeps University, R. Hall, Devonshire Hall, 
Headingly, Leeds; LraneLLY, A. E. Paul, 
“Melrose,” Waun Road; Liverproot, L. F. 
Peltor, 18, Hamlet Road, Wallasey, Liverpool ; 
Norwoop, A. E. Brewer, 218, Romany Road, 
West Norwood, S.E.27 ; Portar, M. Diamond, 
6, Venue Street, E.4; Wican, R. Jones, 
Workshops for the Blind, Millgate. Overseas : 
BrussELs, S. L. Philip, Imperial Airways, S. A. 
Brussels ; KimBERLEY, E. H. Tucker, P.O. Box 
610, Kimberley; Suez, E. B. Osborn, E.T.C. 
Mess, Suez; Umraui, L. B. Ade, P.O. Box 6, 
Umtali, Rhodesia; Berra, G. M. Don, P.O. 
Box 270, Beira, P.E.A. 

(d) Change of Address : HEADQUARTERS OF 
Toc H Inpra is now Mark I, 1, Auckland 
Place, Calcutta. 
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NEWS FR 


Diffrid has now been 


w under 
partera i T gees a ee Peace of 
Te E PAS A handed over very 
informally by presenting the Chairman, ae 
Odam, with a cut-out map of the District at 
the last Guest-night at HARROW on April 30, 
when Dr. Crichton-Miller gave an interesting 
talk. HENDON are going Strong, and Appy 
dedicated their Rushlight on May 16, MARK 
VII have at last found a worthy successor 
to Jack Clark in Donald Siminson, who has 
taken over the job of Warden. The Branch 
have had a useful and varied series of Guest- 
nights during the season, perhaps the most 
interesting being Mr. S. P. B. Mais’ talk on 


The North Western 


_ “How to read the English Humourists.” 


Future arrangements include a visit to the 
Magdalen College Mission Housing Scheme 
on Thursday, June 28, at 8 p.m., when the 
Branch ‘will be pleased to see any other 
members who may care to accompany them. 


The South-Weftern Diffrié has lost the 
Weybridge Branch to the new West Surrey 
Distri&, and is now seeking to increase its 
Strength nearer to London. The boys’ clubs 
run by WIMBLEDON and TWICKENHAM 
have demonstrated their skill. ESHER were 
hosts at a Distri& Guest-night on St. George’s 
Day, and those who attended (a good number) 
heard Barkis in his best vein on a peculiarly 
English subjeé, “Two Johns.” The next 
Guest-night will be in June, and, it is hoped, 
in conjunction with a camp. Jobs go well. 


_ Western Diftrif.—While desirous of extend- 
ing hospitality to members of the L.W.H. 
EALING were rather dubious about inviting 
them to a meeting at which economics formed 
the subje& for discussion, but they need not have 
been, as the ladies contributed usefullyand effect- 
ively. Ealing also helped to Organise a concert, 
given by the Toc H Entertainers, for one 
of the junior organisations and joined WEST 
ACTON in a Meeting at which “ Coco” 
discoursed on Scouting. Aéon group were 
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se 


asked and have appointed a 
on the Acton Committee of 
Savings Association. MARK J en pon 
a Special General meeting on Ma oldin 
amend the Branch constitution, On 

Mr. A. Ponting lectures, with his ae 
films, on “ Captain’s Scott’s South ttl 
Expedition” at the Western 

night at the Imperial Institute, 


London Sports Club: Athletic Sein « 
Second Annual Athletic Meeting, or ` Th 
by the London Sports Club, was h cee 
Saturday, April 28, 1928, at Queen’s Che 
Kensington (by kind permission of x 
Direftors, who placed the ground a p 
disposal of Toc H free of charge). Nan 
two hundred entries were received nae 
members of Toc H, and some very keen = 
excellent racing was seen by the very few 
people who bravely faced the sun, on what will 
probably be the only Summer day we shall 
have this year! Naturally, all the entries 
were received from the South, but it is hoped 
that from now onwards the Midlands and the 
North will put in an appearance so that a real 
Championship Meeting can be held each year, 
The Fleming Challenge Trophy, given in 
Memory of Herbert Fleming, our first Hon. 
Administrative Padre, which was subscribed 
for by members of Mark II Branch, was put 
up for competition and was won by Mark I 
as the Champion Branch, with a score of 29 
points. Mark II’s team work was splendid 
and they have our hearty congratulations 
upon their success. Hammersmith Branch 
were runners up in this competition, and Mark 
VII finished third, Results are as follows :— 


too Yards Championship— S. H. Bush 
(Hammersmith) 1; D. B. Anderson (Hammet- 
smith) 2; G. W. Cottrell (Mark VII) 3. 
Time—io 9/10 secs. 

880 Yards Championship.—John Booth 
(Ipswich) 1; G. V. N. Chadd (Mark I) 2; 
R. Gough (Hampstead) 3. Time—2 mins. 
9 3/5 secs. 


Teprese 


n . 
the N tatin 


» Yards Low Hurdles—J. R. Vernon 
32 


) x; D. B. Batchelar (Mark II) 2; 
Mark II) 3. Time 32 4/5 secs. 
D Hoy np Team Winners : Mark II, with 
aggregate score of 56 ft. Individual 
finner: J. R. Vernon (Mark I), 20 ft, 7 ins. 
eh Jump,—Team Winners : Mark It, with 
aggregate score of 15 ft. Gins. Individual 
cet: John Mallet (Mark I) 5 ft. 6 ins. 
y $80 Yards Relay.—Mark II, 1; West Ham, 2; 
Leighton Buzzard, 3. Time—1 min. 42 4/5 secs. 
~ One Mile Medley Relay—Mark II, 1; Ham- 
mersmith, 2; Mark VII, 3. Time—4 mins. 


qark I 


3 2/5 secs. 3 ‘ 
public School Mile Medley Relay.—Highgate 

School, 1; Dulwich College, 2. Time— 
mins. 57 SECS. 

Boys’ Club Mile Team Race.—Twickenham 
Boys, 13 Borough of Fulham Boys, 2; 
1 Cadet Batt. K.R.R.C. Individual Winner : 
w. G. Gould (Chelsea Branch Boys’ Club). 
Time—s mins. 28 1/5 secs. 


The events were most excellently controlled 
by officials of the A.A.A. and the London 
Athletic Club, who are only too anxious to 
do double the amount of work for us next year 
So remember that it will be a pity to dis- 
appoint them! This report cannot be closed 
without a word of thanks to Rear-Admiral 
H. S. Currey, D.S.O. (Retd.), for allowing the 
Band of the Exmouth Training Ship to be 
Present to provide a very good programme of 
music. (Photographs of 100 yards and 220 yards 
low hurdles face page 248.) 

Swimming Seion: The first Swimming 
Guest-night was held in May. Eighteen 
members were present—but the committee 
hopes for more next time. The evening 
was so pleasant that the committee might 
consider two such Gueét-nights a month 
if members will support them. On June 12 
from 9-10 p.m., a water polo match between 
Toc H and Alleyne’s School, Dulwich, is 
arranged. 


Home Co unties Årea 


The regular weekly meetings at TUN- 
BRIDGE WELLS are being well maintained 
and some excellent addresses have been 
delivered. The speakers have included Com- 
mander Percival Gray and Padre H. Sinclair 
Brooke. A week-end camp is to be held 
at Crowborough on June 23-24, and it is 
hoped that there will be a large attendance 
totake part in the discussions on “ Can Toc H 
face both ways?” A cricket club has been 
Started in conneétion with the Branch, the Padre 
as president. It is intended to arrange a 
pilgrimage to Ypres in July. It is anticipated 
that'a Group of Toc H will shortly be formed 
at SOUTHBOROUGH. 

A promising Start has been made with the 


West Surrey Disiri&, which provides one half 
of the newly-constituted “Thames Valley 
Regional Conference.” Since March two 
committee meetings and one Distri&t Guest- 
night have been held. The first Guest-night, 
at FARNHAM on April 28, brought nearly 
jo people together, including local Scouters 
and a contingent from LEATHERHEAD 
“Grope,” and was a great success. The 


second will be held at GUILDFORD on 
June 23. The Distri& Committee, meeting 
on May 12, decided to make a special effort 
to help the Endowment Fund ; and the Thames 
Valley Conference, meeting at READING 
next day, resolved to send a lump sum, if 
possible, from the whole area, WEYBRIDGE 
misses Padre Money (now L.W.H. Padre, 
working from All Hallows) but goes forward 
steadily. It is hoped soon to secure a proper 
headquarters and centre for boys’ work, etc., 
in a hall offered, rent free, by the Congrega- 
tional Church. The Branch held its Birthday 
on February 25 and 26, with a service at the 
Parish Church and a programme at Vigo 
House (since demolished—perhaps as a result 
of Saturday’s noisy Guest-night) ; and a special 
service at the Congregational Church on 
April 1 for the transfer of the Lamp aroused 
public interest in Toc H. GUILDFORD 
recently held their Annual Meeting. Indi- 
vidual jobs are plentiful, e.g., helping the blind, 
befriending four Welsh lads employed in the 
town, etc. The Group holds a Camp at 
Whitsun, and are hosts for the West Surrey 
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Diffrid has now been 


w under 
partera i T gees a ee Peace of 
Te E PAS A handed over very 
informally by presenting the Chairman, ae 
Odam, with a cut-out map of the District at 
the last Guest-night at HARROW on April 30, 
when Dr. Crichton-Miller gave an interesting 
talk. HENDON are going Strong, and Appy 
dedicated their Rushlight on May 16, MARK 
VII have at last found a worthy successor 
to Jack Clark in Donald Siminson, who has 
taken over the job of Warden. The Branch 
have had a useful and varied series of Guest- 
nights during the season, perhaps the most 
interesting being Mr. S. P. B. Mais’ talk on 


The North Western 


_ “How to read the English Humourists.” 


Future arrangements include a visit to the 
Magdalen College Mission Housing Scheme 
on Thursday, June 28, at 8 p.m., when the 
Branch ‘will be pleased to see any other 
members who may care to accompany them. 


The South-Weftern Diffrié has lost the 
Weybridge Branch to the new West Surrey 
Distri&, and is now seeking to increase its 
Strength nearer to London. The boys’ clubs 
run by WIMBLEDON and TWICKENHAM 
have demonstrated their skill. ESHER were 
hosts at a Distri& Guest-night on St. George’s 
Day, and those who attended (a good number) 
heard Barkis in his best vein on a peculiarly 
English subjeé, “Two Johns.” The next 
Guest-night will be in June, and, it is hoped, 
in conjunction with a camp. Jobs go well. 


_ Western Diftrif.—While desirous of extend- 
ing hospitality to members of the L.W.H. 
EALING were rather dubious about inviting 
them to a meeting at which economics formed 
the subje& for discussion, but they need not have 
been, as the ladies contributed usefullyand effect- 
ively. Ealing also helped to Organise a concert, 
given by the Toc H Entertainers, for one 
of the junior organisations and joined WEST 
ACTON in a Meeting at which “ Coco” 
discoursed on Scouting. Aéon group were 
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asked and have appointed a 
on the Acton Committee of 
Savings Association. MARK J en pon 
a Special General meeting on Ma oldin 
amend the Branch constitution, On 

Mr. A. Ponting lectures, with his ae 
films, on “ Captain’s Scott’s South ttl 
Expedition” at the Western 

night at the Imperial Institute, 


London Sports Club: Athletic Sein « 
Second Annual Athletic Meeting, or ` Th 
by the London Sports Club, was h cee 
Saturday, April 28, 1928, at Queen’s Che 
Kensington (by kind permission of x 
Direftors, who placed the ground a p 
disposal of Toc H free of charge). Nan 
two hundred entries were received nae 
members of Toc H, and some very keen = 
excellent racing was seen by the very few 
people who bravely faced the sun, on what will 
probably be the only Summer day we shall 
have this year! Naturally, all the entries 
were received from the South, but it is hoped 
that from now onwards the Midlands and the 
North will put in an appearance so that a real 
Championship Meeting can be held each year, 
The Fleming Challenge Trophy, given in 
Memory of Herbert Fleming, our first Hon. 
Administrative Padre, which was subscribed 
for by members of Mark II Branch, was put 
up for competition and was won by Mark I 
as the Champion Branch, with a score of 29 
points. Mark II’s team work was splendid 
and they have our hearty congratulations 
upon their success. Hammersmith Branch 
were runners up in this competition, and Mark 
VII finished third, Results are as follows :— 


too Yards Championship— S. H. Bush 
(Hammersmith) 1; D. B. Anderson (Hammet- 
smith) 2; G. W. Cottrell (Mark VII) 3. 
Time—io 9/10 secs. 

880 Yards Championship.—John Booth 
(Ipswich) 1; G. V. N. Chadd (Mark I) 2; 
R. Gough (Hampstead) 3. Time—2 mins. 
9 3/5 secs. 


Teprese 


n . 
the N tatin 


» Yards Low Hurdles—J. R. Vernon 
32 


) x; D. B. Batchelar (Mark II) 2; 
Mark II) 3. Time 32 4/5 secs. 
D Hoy np Team Winners : Mark II, with 
aggregate score of 56 ft. Individual 
finner: J. R. Vernon (Mark I), 20 ft, 7 ins. 
eh Jump,—Team Winners : Mark It, with 
aggregate score of 15 ft. Gins. Individual 
cet: John Mallet (Mark I) 5 ft. 6 ins. 
y $80 Yards Relay.—Mark II, 1; West Ham, 2; 
Leighton Buzzard, 3. Time—1 min. 42 4/5 secs. 
~ One Mile Medley Relay—Mark II, 1; Ham- 
mersmith, 2; Mark VII, 3. Time—4 mins. 


qark I 


3 2/5 secs. 3 ‘ 
public School Mile Medley Relay.—Highgate 

School, 1; Dulwich College, 2. Time— 
mins. 57 SECS. 

Boys’ Club Mile Team Race.—Twickenham 
Boys, 13 Borough of Fulham Boys, 2; 
1 Cadet Batt. K.R.R.C. Individual Winner : 
w. G. Gould (Chelsea Branch Boys’ Club). 
Time—s mins. 28 1/5 secs. 


The events were most excellently controlled 
by officials of the A.A.A. and the London 
Athletic Club, who are only too anxious to 
do double the amount of work for us next year 
So remember that it will be a pity to dis- 
appoint them! This report cannot be closed 
without a word of thanks to Rear-Admiral 
H. S. Currey, D.S.O. (Retd.), for allowing the 
Band of the Exmouth Training Ship to be 
Present to provide a very good programme of 
music. (Photographs of 100 yards and 220 yards 
low hurdles face page 248.) 

Swimming Seion: The first Swimming 
Guest-night was held in May. Eighteen 
members were present—but the committee 
hopes for more next time. The evening 
was so pleasant that the committee might 
consider two such Gueét-nights a month 
if members will support them. On June 12 
from 9-10 p.m., a water polo match between 
Toc H and Alleyne’s School, Dulwich, is 
arranged. 


Home Co unties Årea 


The regular weekly meetings at TUN- 
BRIDGE WELLS are being well maintained 
and some excellent addresses have been 
delivered. The speakers have included Com- 
mander Percival Gray and Padre H. Sinclair 
Brooke. A week-end camp is to be held 
at Crowborough on June 23-24, and it is 
hoped that there will be a large attendance 
totake part in the discussions on “ Can Toc H 
face both ways?” A cricket club has been 
Started in conneétion with the Branch, the Padre 
as president. It is intended to arrange a 
pilgrimage to Ypres in July. It is anticipated 
that'a Group of Toc H will shortly be formed 
at SOUTHBOROUGH. 

A promising Start has been made with the 


West Surrey Disiri&, which provides one half 
of the newly-constituted “Thames Valley 
Regional Conference.” Since March two 
committee meetings and one Distri&t Guest- 
night have been held. The first Guest-night, 
at FARNHAM on April 28, brought nearly 
jo people together, including local Scouters 
and a contingent from LEATHERHEAD 
“Grope,” and was a great success. The 


second will be held at GUILDFORD on 
June 23. The Distri& Committee, meeting 
on May 12, decided to make a special effort 
to help the Endowment Fund ; and the Thames 
Valley Conference, meeting at READING 
next day, resolved to send a lump sum, if 
possible, from the whole area, WEYBRIDGE 
misses Padre Money (now L.W.H. Padre, 
working from All Hallows) but goes forward 
steadily. It is hoped soon to secure a proper 
headquarters and centre for boys’ work, etc., 
in a hall offered, rent free, by the Congrega- 
tional Church. The Branch held its Birthday 
on February 25 and 26, with a service at the 
Parish Church and a programme at Vigo 
House (since demolished—perhaps as a result 
of Saturday’s noisy Guest-night) ; and a special 
service at the Congregational Church on 
April 1 for the transfer of the Lamp aroused 
public interest in Toc H. GUILDFORD 
recently held their Annual Meeting. Indi- 
vidual jobs are plentiful, e.g., helping the blind, 
befriending four Welsh lads employed in the 
town, etc. The Group holds a Camp at 
Whitsun, and are hosts for the West Surrey 
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Guest-night on June 23. Good news of 
FARNHAM, a small but keen Group, is to 
hand. A local resident has provided them 
with a room; and the Group is taking over 
part of Farnham Park for use as a cricket 
field for boys in the town. Among other 
jobs members have been helping a man totally 
paralysed and reckoned as a hopeless case by 
the doétors; he is now—after motor drives 
and being taken out by Toc H in a chair— 
able to walk again. GODALMING are 
helping with a boys’ club started by the 
Wesleyan Church; they have assisted charity 
concerts, and are holding a fère in the Summer 
for the Endowment 
Fund, inaddition to 
their envelope 
scheme. Members 
have made boxes 
and placed them, by 
permission of the 
Borough Surveyor, 
about the town to 
colle& silver paper 
for the Surrey 
County Hospital. 
On June 3 Padre 
Standfat (Regnal 
League) comes for 
the service of trans- 
ferring the Rush- 
light from the Parish 
to the Wesleyan 
Church. WOKING 
held their first Birth- 
day on May ıīı5, L 


which over 50 people were present—of whom 
over 4o Still retained their interest in May. Sir 
Arthur Pickford (General Branch, Overseas 
Commissioner of Scouts) has lent a most useful 
hand since the start. Meetings are held 
fortnightly in the Parish Room, and in the 
Summer (if any !) will take place in the Vicar- 
age garden. Jobs were said to be scarce in 
Leatherhead, but prove to be plentiful. The 
reporter of a local paper, having attended a 
Grope meeting, challenged the members in 
print: he referred to the appeal made by the 
local Education authority for volunteers to 
convert a rough piece of land into a sports 
ground for the 
schools. The Grope 
has accepted the 
chall e ngega 
WOKING, after a 
visit from Barkis 
lat Autumn, has 
found its feet: it 
remains small but 
is keen, and attend- 
ances average 80 
per cent. of member- 
ship. A concert 
party has been 
formed, and has 
helped St. Dunstan’s 
andthe Walton 
Convalescent 
Home. The chief 
corporate job has 
been canvassing for 


opening with a 
Semvicemat the 
Baptist Church. The 
Group is very keen, 
and attendances at 
the weekly meetings average 90 per cent. A 
Group of L.W.H. has been formed. 
LEATHERHEAD has modestly decided to 
remain as a “ Grope” for six months before 
applying for recognition as a Group, but their 
progress is remarkable. Worthing, Guildford, 
Woking and Weybridge members had a hand 
in the start at Leatherhead ; a public meeting 
was addressed by Barkis on March 21, at 
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a magazine with the Rovers. 
duction of the magazine cover, designed by a Toc H 
member. The ship of adventure bears the Scout sign, 

the lighted Lamp and the Arms of Ypres. as 


the Hospital con- 
tributory scheme: 
one member gives 
all his available time 
assistant hon. 
secretary, and ten 
others colleét cach week. Among individual 
jobs are providing a scoutmaster for the 
Pyrford Cripple Troop, an instruétor for 
another troop, stewarding Sunday concerts, 
Sunday School teaching, etc. The Group’s 
first Birthday has been celebrated on May 15. 
For the extension of the Distri&t, Weybridge 
and Woking are making contacts at Reigate; 
Guildford and Godalming at Dorking. 


Here is a small-scale repra- 


Fast Anglian Area 


A Distri Gueést-night has been held at 
IPSWICH from which it is hoped a plan for a 
Suffolk Distrifé may emerge. A jumble sale 
has produced some £7 for the Endowment 
Fund. The Blood Transfusion Pancl has 
becn aétive at the hospital of late. The 
Branch was represented by the two Padres at 
the public farewell to Padre Miles of Felix- 


East and W est 


In the East Midlands BARDON HILL said 
farewell to “ Wilkic,”’ founder of their Group, 
on February 21, and visited LOUGH- 
BOROUGH on February 18. COALVILLE 
is now settled in its new “ Stable,” with its 
chapel built by one member, and its canteen 
Stocked by another. MELTON MOWBRAY 
is working up to a garden fete on August 
Bank Holiday. LEICESTER had two talks 
on India in February—one from S. K. Bose, 
an Indian student at Loughborough College, 
and the other by “Ludo” (Sir Ludovic 
Porter, died March 9) who entirely captured 
their affection. 

In the West Midlands, COVENTRY finished 
its dance season with a company of over 200 
present. Two committces arc hard at work 
—one organising a Toc H fêze for June 23, 


Stowe. Contaét has been established with the 
Ministry of Labour Training Centre outside 
Ipswich. The Branch was represented at the 
Dedication of the Rushlight of the new Group 
at BURY ST. EDMUNDS—another “‘ hive- 
off” from Ipswich. A “Sunday Night” 
Club has been Started in Ipswich and helpers 
are supplied by the Branch each Sunday. 


Midlands Areas 


and the other the annual Toc H Sports for 
Scouts, Cadets and C.L.B. boys. KIDDER- 
MINSTER, a new Group, had its Rushlight 
dedicated in the Parish Church on May 8: 
Padre Reeves (Birmingham) conduéted the 
service, and the congregation contained the 
mayor and padres of many denominations. 
Ten members were initiated at the Guest-night 
afterwards. On April 17, OSWESTRY, also 
a new Group, made its official debut with the 
reception of the Rushlight and the initiation 
of 9 members. Jobs are not yet numerous 
but go on steadily. Members help at a Boys’ 
Club run by the superintendent of the local 
police; the biggest corporate job is visiting 
patients in the Shropshire Orthopzedic Hos- 
pital. Oswestry has been helping BARROW- 
IN-FURNESS Group also. 


Yorkshire and Lincolnshire Areas 


LEEDS Branch centres its activities in the 
Red House (sce p. 227), but there are now 
several healthy Groups round about, wxz., 
LEEDS UNIVERSITY, ROUNDHAY and 
BURLEY, with another expected soon at 
ARMLEY. These are still partly under the 
wing of the Leeds Jobmaster. On June 4 all 
local members will assemble for a Distriét 
Guest-night at the Red House, when Padre 
Ted Davidson (Manchester) will pay a farewell 
visit before returning to Australia. WHITBY 
Branch, helped by SANDSEND “ Grope,” 
have recently raised £25 by a jumble sale, 
to send some of the poorer boys of the district 
on a camping holiday. The Scarborough 
camp, run by SCARBOROUGH, WHITBY 


and BRIDLINGTON, will be going for 
nine weeks during the summer. Most of the 
weeks are booked by Toc H units, including 
HULL, but there are still one or two vacant 
weeks to be filled, which other units please 
note. The Lincolnshire camp, it has now been 
decided, will be open for a fortnight to tke ` 
joy of 200 poor boys from Lincolnshire. 
Padre Somers of N. Kelsey will be the Camp 
Commandant; Dusty Miller, the C.C. of last 
year, will be the Adjutant; and Padre Moly- 
neux (Area Padre) will be the Chaplain. The 
Stewards will be Toc H men from the various 
units sending boys, fe. GAINSBOROUGH, 
GRANTHAM, GRIMSBY, LINCOLN, 
MORTON, SCUNTHORPE, SLEAFORD. 
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(LOUTH, the other Branch of Lincs, will not 
be sending any boys to this camp because they 
are co-operating with a local effort to send 
boys from that town.) In addition to the 
“ poor boys ” there will be also boys from the 
various public and secondary schools of the 
distri&, and this mixture ought to help. 

May has been a month of celebrations. 
GAINSBOROUGH held a Birthday, attended 
by members from Lincoln, Morton, Louth, 
Retford, Scunthorpe, Grimsby, Hull, Sleaford 
and Grantham. The Saturday Guest-night 
was held in the Fanny Marshall Institute, the 
Sunday morning corporate Celebration in 
Holy Trinity Church, and an “ At Home” 
in the Branch rooms in the afternoon, when 
“Dusty ” and Padre ““ Jonah”? spoke. The 
following weekend saw MORTON Group’s 
first Birthday : Magrath (Sheffield) and others 
addressed them; there was a Communion 


aii ™ 


service in St. Paul’s Church for Anglican 
members on Sunday, and the Lamp was lit 
at the morning service; in the evening 
“ Dusty ” preached in the Primitive Methodist 
and Padre “ Moly ” in the Wesleyan churches, 
Morton’s next job is a Boys’ Club. The 
next week (May 19) brought LINCOLN’S 
turn for a charaéteristically happy Birthday 
festival. HULL has been aétive during the 
month. The Mark has been re-decorated, 
but some vacancies among hostellers have 
occurred. MARK X Group is setting out 
to found a “ Grope ” at ANLABY. WHITBY 
marked the end of the Winter session with a 
most impressive devotional meeting, and hope 
to meet in the open air during the Summer. 
SCUNTHORPE are aspiring to new rooms, 
to serve as their own H.Q. and for their Boys’ 
Club. GOOLE are specially busy with work 
for young migrants to placcs overseas. 


Northern Area 


Cheering news from STANLEY! During 
the past six months an intensive attack has 
been made on this township, which isa pivotal 
position in the great Durham coalfield. 
Speakers and visitors from most of the Tyne- 
side Branches and Groups went to Stanley, 
and the neighbouring Groups at TANFIELD 
and CRAGHEAD were alert. Then members 
paused, held their breath, and waited. The result 
was a very promising Group which has already 
done a corporate job for the aged miners and 
looks to the future hopefully. Those who 
know the position in the Durham coalfield 
at the present time will realise the significance 
of this move. Barkis paid a very welcome 
visit to SOUTH SHIELDS, whose annual 
dedication was also a farewell to Padre Armour. 
Another Northern Branch, WEST HARTLE- 
POOL, will shortly bid adieu to their padre, 
John Lake, but as he changes over to GATES- 
HEAD, it will simply be out of the frying-pan 
into the fire! 

It has been a month of conferences but of 
very useful conferences. The Teesside Pilots 
met for a week-end and discussed the Padres. 
The Teesside Padres met a few weeks later and 

discussed the Pilots. The Tyneside Pilots 
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covered much the same ground. The Tyne- 
side and Teesside Conferences discussed the 
new Distri&t Scheme and adopted it, and some 
members went to York and discussed every- 
body. By way of encouraging these efforts to 
develop the family spirit, welcome news from 
Overseas testifies to the value of that spirit: 
“ Gaffer? Hill of Gateshead Branch, writes 
from Canada to say what a difference it meant 
to him to be met on his arrival there by Toc H 
members. The FELLING Group assembled 
in strength to give “‘ Goliath ” a great send-off, 
and hopes soon to hear of his doings in 
Canada. Meantime, Toc H locally is doing 
what it can to assist migrants. During the last 
18 months South Shields, pioneers in this work, 
have given practical assistance to one hundred 
young men bound for overseas. 

Passing round, one notices a tendency for 
Branches to specialise in “jobs.” Thus one 
Branch concentrates on hospital visits and 
libraries, another on boys’ work, Making full 
allowance for limited ‘‘ man power,” there 
yet seems scope for greater variety in individual 
Branches. One kind of job will lead to one 
kind of Toc H member, unless jobmasters 
watch the tendency carefully. 


a —_— a 


inl 


Lancashire and Merseyside Å rcas 


ST. HELENS (in common with the East 
Midlands Area, Sidcup, W cst Kent and Hastings 
Branches and some others) now publishes a 
typed bulletin of its own news. No. 3 (March) 
and No. 4 (May) are now to hand. Meetings 
are held every Friday at 8 p.m. at Corporation 
Buildings, Corporation Street. The dedica- 
tion of the Branch Lamp was held in Holy 
Trinity Church, Parr, the church attended by 
Licut. Gamble, to whom the Lamp is dedicated. 
On May 4 ‘“Grantibus ” and “ Sinbad” 
(Commander Gray) were welcomed by 40 
members. On Easter Saturday the Branch 
entertained 16 crippled children ; and a dance 


held to raise funds for them was successful. 
Preliminary work has been done for a “ Grope ” 
at PRESCOT. Provisional arrangements have 
been made for a Distri&t Conference at SOUTH- 
PORT on June 23 and 24. The new Group 
at RAMSBOTTOM, with eight members 
and eight probationers, makes good headway. 
They are busy decorating their own den. 

On Merseyside WATERLOO held a Dedica- 
tion of their Lamp on March 29 at Christ 
Church, conduéted by Padre Ted Davidson 
(Manchester). The large congregation in- 
cluded members from LIVERPOOL, BURY 
and other places. 


South Coast and W essex Areas 


HASTINGS had a very congested month 
of May. On May 1, they visited BEXHILL 
for their Annual Re-dedication and Supper ; 
May 3, a talk by the Rural Dean (L.W.H. 
present) ; May 12, flag day for Dr. Barnardo’s, 
organised by Toc H and L.W.H.; May 16, 
Toc H dance; May 17, Family night, 
(“B.Y.0.G.”—Bring Your Own Grub); 
May 20, attendance at the British Legion 
memorial service in the Park (BEXHILL and 
BATTLE members invited); May 24, talk 
on “the Golden Penny League”; May 31, 
discussion on “ Toc H and Leisure.” A con- 
cert by members—their first effort of the kind, 
was well reccived at the Home for the Blind 
on Apri] 22; on May 30 members stewarded 
the Boys’ Week sports at the Pilot Field. 
BATTLE Group has now completed its new 
room, and is rapidly finding its feet. 

In Wessex BOURNEMOUTH mourns the 
death of two of their finest members—Stanley 
Walter Popham (‘‘ Peter ”) who passed over 


on May 7, after a long and painful illness, 
and W. T. Brown (“ Bruno ”’) who died very 
suddenly on April 15. The Branch now meets 
on the third Tuesday in the month at the 
Tregonwell Arms, Commercial Road: from 
Oétober they will also mcet there on the first 
Mondays. Bournemouth has been passing 
through a difficult time, but has now completed 
the first stage of reorganisation; the new 
meeting place and a change in the style of 
meetings promises success for the future. 
COWES AND EAST COWES will meet, 
during the summer, on second and fourth 
Wednesdays, instead of weekly. The Rush- 
light has been given to the Group by Sir 
George and Lady Shedden in memory of their 
son, Capt. C. P. Shedden, who died of wounds 
at Hooge, 31.10.1914. Members are responsi- 
ble for construéting and running two Stalls 
for the forthcoming hospital fése in July. 
Cricket and tennis flourish. Gropes at BAN- 
BRIDGE and RYDE make good progress. 


W est Countr Y Area 


In the West Country BRISTOL was responsi- 
ble for the transport of 30-40 St. Dunstan’s 
men from Bristol to Box, Wilts, where Major 
Foxcroft entertained them to tea and sports. 
An “implosive ” party attended the BATH 
Birthday, and another was present at BRIS- 
LINGTON when the Rushlight was presented. 


Members have acted as stewards and sidesmen 
at various funétions ; the hostellers at 
MARK IX have been exceedingly busy 
routing armies of cockroaches and spring- 
cleaning their House. EXETER Branch, 
which is responsible for the splendid camping 
ground at Dawlish Warren, announces a 
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Toc H Camp for the week-end, a Ts 
All members are welcome, and it is or 
that every Western Branch and Ses siy e 
represented. Tents, crockery, and coo ng 
utensils provided ; campers bring their own 
knife, fork and spoon (not to mention bathing 
kit): blankets provided for all visitors except 
Exeter members. The cost, from tea on 


Saturday to tea on Sunday 
depend on the numbers 
exceeding 30, it will be 7s. 6q 
30, 7S. per head; if over 40, 
ss. Gd. All who wish to joj 
as soon as possible to W, G, 
18, Cathedral Yard, Exeter, 
Conference on June 2 will be rep 


South Wales Area 


On April 19, PORT TALBOT Group 
held a dance for the purpose of raising funds 
for their Summer Camp for boys. Amongst 
others present were our Chairman of Council, 
Sir Sidney Byass, and Lady Byass, who judged 
the fancy dress costumes. The function 
was a huge success, financially and socially, 
and the Group are to be congratulated on 
their powers of organisation. They have 
done excellent work in collecting nearly 1,000 
pairs of boots and shoes for the poor children 
in their town and neighbourhood. MAES- 
TEG Branch celebrated their fourth birthday 
on May 8. After a well-attended service in 
Bethel Chapel, at which the Branch Padre 
gave a most Stirring address, a very cheery 
Guest-night was held in the Parish Hall. 
Some 95 sat down to supper, the majority 
of those present being Toc H or L.W.H., 
including representatives from Bridgend and 
Port Talbot. After the supper dancing was 
kept up till nearly midnight. NEWPORT 
Group on May 12 held high holiday, to 
celebrate their resuscitation. At 6.15 the 
Ceremony of “ Blessing the Rushlight ” was 
performed by the Bishop of Monmouth in 
St. Woolos Pro-Cathedral. The Bishop, who 
is one of our Vice-Presidents, gave a very 
illuminating address to a large congregation. 
oe pent was very well carried out 
Keck ervice a Guest-night was held at 

8s Head Hotel. There were over 


The first Annual Meeting of the Council of 
Toc H in Ireland, Northern Se@ion (set u 
last year, see May Journat, 1927, p. 202; july 
JOURNAL, p. 290) was held on May A in 
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roo present and a truly cheery evenin 
spent. It is quite obvious that the SA 
has really taken a new lease of life t 
June 12, the Welsh National War MA 
at CARDIFF is to be unveiled 
Patron, the Prince of Wales, 
that large numbers of Tochon 
present, both ex-Service and otherwise, 
is coming down and the Cardiff Branch 
to be “ At Home ” to all members of Toe 
in their rooms at Crown Court, Duke Street 
We are organising a big scheme for collea. 
ing boots and shoes for the thousands of poor 
children who, owing to the appalling amount 
of unemployment, are going barefooted. B 
the time these notes are in print we hope that 
every Group in England and Wales will have 
received a circular on the subject, but should 
this catch the eye of anyone who has not 
previously heard of the project but who may 
feel able to assist us, the Area Secretary, 
Major L. H. Higgon, 4, Working Street, 
Cardiff will give all particulars. We were 
at first rather diffident about applying for 
assistance Outside our own Area,as of course 
in many other distri€s there is also much 
distress. We believe, however, that this 
distri& is worse hit than others, and moreover 
Toc H is not, as yet, very Strongly represented 
in Wales, Individual Branches and Groups 
will be the best judges of whether or not they 


feel justified in helping other Areas than theit 
own. 


will be 
Tubby 


Ireland, Northern Section 


the Lord Mayor’s Parlour at the City Hall. 
His Grace the Duke of Abercorn (Governor of 
Northern Ireland ; President of the Toc H 
Council) presided. The adoption of the 


| report was moved by the Archdeacon 
r and seconded by Professor R. M. 
of ae a summary of the year’s work 
Hlenty: en, some of the report is worth 
in the °°) BELFAST,” the report said, 
votine =f undertaking has been the Newsboys’ 
SUEN he results of which, in less than three 
by have surpassed all expectations. It 
ae meet a real need, and the only handi- 
ae Jack of funds. For disabled soldiers 
ne att elaborate atrangement is a system 
ee hives throughout the summer. 
oF - The Borstal, the Malone Training School, 
fhe hospitals, and other institutions provide 
bers with more opportunities than they 
lise. The establishment of libraries at 
a Royal Hospital and Mater Hospital, and 
least thirty volunteers to blood trans- 
fusion are among the contributions to the 
hospital side. At His Majesty’s prison a 
school two nights a weck and a le€ture or 
concert in addition on a third night, give 
another picture. We aided the prison authori- 
ties in securing a grant from the Carnegie 
Trust for a new library. The Toc H Jesters 
provide another clement, and the newsboys 
are looking forward to a camp at Islandmagee 
in June. In these undertakings we have had 
good will from all classes and creeds, from 
civic and university authorities, members of 
every branch of the trading profession. The 
success of the Newsboys’ Club in particular 
is in no small measure due to the League of 
Women Helpers. In CARRICKFERGUS 
the chief outcome hasbeen the establishment 
of a Boys’ Club. There has been zeal on 
behalf of the hospitals of Belfast, and most 


News from Overseas 


anua 


gratifying of all, evidence of interest in 
cases. There a League of Women Helpers 
has also been formed, and the first achieve- 
of the Group was to secure three Scoutmaéters. 
In LURGAN the programme at the moment 
includes a cricket scheme for the boys of 
the town, providing games for fifty, and 
before the end of the season for a hundred. 
A Swimming club will shortly be in existence. 
The Infirmary is being supplied with books and 
Papers, and there is a regular rota of visitors. 
An outing for any not provided for by existing 
agencies is in contemplation, and arrangements 
have been made for the Starting of a Boys’ 
Club in September. The ARMAGH Group 
has been brimful of ideas from its commence- 
ment in Oĉtober last, and already its members 
have found more to tackle than they can 
accomplish. They began with the Blind 
Asylum, Sanatorium, and County Infirmary. 
They have faced the question of a playground 
for the children, and boldly undertaken the 
erection of a Scouts’ hut. Concerts have been 
a feature of their programme, and they have 
had a happy note of comradeship in the team 
spirit which in many parts of the world is of 
slower growth than in the trenches.” 

Sir William Coates, in the Lord Mayor's 
absence, then welcomed the Duke of Abercorn, 
who after commenting on the work of the 
Newsboys’ Club and the good prospetts 
of a Group at LONDONDERRY, introduced 
Padre Pat Leonard (Manchester), whom he 
judged, from his name, to be Irish! Pat 
(who was on a visit to the area) spoke 
briefly and then the ceremony of “ Light ” 
was held. 


Branches and G roups 


CANADA 


Padre Gilbert Williams has been very busy, 
and we have not received his latest news yet. 
In a letter to the Hon. Administrator, written 
from Winnipeg on March 30, he records 
some of his impressions of Toc H in Ontario. 
Here are a few quotations :—About WINNI- 
PEG he says, “I feel very happy about our 
visit, Frank Webb (Warden of Mark I C) 


and his team did everything they could to 
help us and had a well-planned programme. 
They fixed us up in very comfortable rooms 
close to the Mark, and that made my job 
pleasant, for I was able to see quite a lot of 
the men. The spirit of the Mark is good; 
they certainly have a very fine house, and I 
was much impressed by it all. Unfortunately 
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Toc H Camp for the week-end, a Ts 
All members are welcome, and it is or 
that every Western Branch and Ses siy e 
represented. Tents, crockery, and coo ng 
utensils provided ; campers bring their own 
knife, fork and spoon (not to mention bathing 
kit): blankets provided for all visitors except 
Exeter members. The cost, from tea on 


Saturday to tea on Sunday 
depend on the numbers 
exceeding 30, it will be 7s. 6q 
30, 7S. per head; if over 40, 
ss. Gd. All who wish to joj 
as soon as possible to W, G, 
18, Cathedral Yard, Exeter, 
Conference on June 2 will be rep 


South Wales Area 


On April 19, PORT TALBOT Group 
held a dance for the purpose of raising funds 
for their Summer Camp for boys. Amongst 
others present were our Chairman of Council, 
Sir Sidney Byass, and Lady Byass, who judged 
the fancy dress costumes. The function 
was a huge success, financially and socially, 
and the Group are to be congratulated on 
their powers of organisation. They have 
done excellent work in collecting nearly 1,000 
pairs of boots and shoes for the poor children 
in their town and neighbourhood. MAES- 
TEG Branch celebrated their fourth birthday 
on May 8. After a well-attended service in 
Bethel Chapel, at which the Branch Padre 
gave a most Stirring address, a very cheery 
Guest-night was held in the Parish Hall. 
Some 95 sat down to supper, the majority 
of those present being Toc H or L.W.H., 
including representatives from Bridgend and 
Port Talbot. After the supper dancing was 
kept up till nearly midnight. NEWPORT 
Group on May 12 held high holiday, to 
celebrate their resuscitation. At 6.15 the 
Ceremony of “ Blessing the Rushlight ” was 
performed by the Bishop of Monmouth in 
St. Woolos Pro-Cathedral. The Bishop, who 
is one of our Vice-Presidents, gave a very 
illuminating address to a large congregation. 
oe pent was very well carried out 
Keck ervice a Guest-night was held at 

8s Head Hotel. There were over 


The first Annual Meeting of the Council of 
Toc H in Ireland, Northern Se@ion (set u 
last year, see May Journat, 1927, p. 202; july 
JOURNAL, p. 290) was held on May A in 
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roo present and a truly cheery evenin 
spent. It is quite obvious that the SA 
has really taken a new lease of life t 
June 12, the Welsh National War MA 
at CARDIFF is to be unveiled 
Patron, the Prince of Wales, 
that large numbers of Tochon 
present, both ex-Service and otherwise, 
is coming down and the Cardiff Branch 
to be “ At Home ” to all members of Toe 
in their rooms at Crown Court, Duke Street 
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feel justified in helping other Areas than theit 
own. 


will be 
Tubby 


Ireland, Northern Section 


the Lord Mayor’s Parlour at the City Hall. 
His Grace the Duke of Abercorn (Governor of 
Northern Ireland ; President of the Toc H 
Council) presided. The adoption of the 


| report was moved by the Archdeacon 
r and seconded by Professor R. M. 
of ae a summary of the year’s work 
Hlenty: en, some of the report is worth 
in the °°) BELFAST,” the report said, 
votine =f undertaking has been the Newsboys’ 
SUEN he results of which, in less than three 
by have surpassed all expectations. It 
ae meet a real need, and the only handi- 
ae Jack of funds. For disabled soldiers 
ne att elaborate atrangement is a system 
ee hives throughout the summer. 
oF - The Borstal, the Malone Training School, 
fhe hospitals, and other institutions provide 
bers with more opportunities than they 
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concert in addition on a third night, give 
another picture. We aided the prison authori- 
ties in securing a grant from the Carnegie 
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every branch of the trading profession. The 
success of the Newsboys’ Club in particular 
is in no small measure due to the League of 
Women Helpers. In CARRICKFERGUS 
the chief outcome hasbeen the establishment 
of a Boys’ Club. There has been zeal on 
behalf of the hospitals of Belfast, and most 


News from Overseas 


anua 


gratifying of all, evidence of interest in 
cases. There a League of Women Helpers 
has also been formed, and the first achieve- 
of the Group was to secure three Scoutmaéters. 
In LURGAN the programme at the moment 
includes a cricket scheme for the boys of 
the town, providing games for fifty, and 
before the end of the season for a hundred. 
A Swimming club will shortly be in existence. 
The Infirmary is being supplied with books and 
Papers, and there is a regular rota of visitors. 
An outing for any not provided for by existing 
agencies is in contemplation, and arrangements 
have been made for the Starting of a Boys’ 
Club in September. The ARMAGH Group 
has been brimful of ideas from its commence- 
ment in Oĉtober last, and already its members 
have found more to tackle than they can 
accomplish. They began with the Blind 
Asylum, Sanatorium, and County Infirmary. 
They have faced the question of a playground 
for the children, and boldly undertaken the 
erection of a Scouts’ hut. Concerts have been 
a feature of their programme, and they have 
had a happy note of comradeship in the team 
spirit which in many parts of the world is of 
slower growth than in the trenches.” 

Sir William Coates, in the Lord Mayor's 
absence, then welcomed the Duke of Abercorn, 
who after commenting on the work of the 
Newsboys’ Club and the good prospetts 
of a Group at LONDONDERRY, introduced 
Padre Pat Leonard (Manchester), whom he 
judged, from his name, to be Irish! Pat 
(who was on a visit to the area) spoke 
briefly and then the ceremony of “ Light ” 
was held. 


Branches and G roups 


CANADA 


Padre Gilbert Williams has been very busy, 
and we have not received his latest news yet. 
In a letter to the Hon. Administrator, written 
from Winnipeg on March 30, he records 
some of his impressions of Toc H in Ontario. 
Here are a few quotations :—About WINNI- 
PEG he says, “I feel very happy about our 
visit, Frank Webb (Warden of Mark I C) 


and his team did everything they could to 
help us and had a well-planned programme. 
They fixed us up in very comfortable rooms 
close to the Mark, and that made my job 
pleasant, for I was able to see quite a lot of 
the men. The spirit of the Mark is good; 
they certainly have a very fine house, and I 
was much impressed by it all. Unfortunately 
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as ill almost the whole time 
did not see hira ape as 

ished: he is better NOW, I am glad to say. 
Fred two Gues-nights ofthe TORONTO 
Branch, the second being an open me 
when each member brought a pal 2 ear 
the story of Toc H. It was hoped by so ¢ PIRE 
to get new members. At this ee 
initiated some members of EAST and WE 
TORONTO Groups. We also had two 
Branch Executive meetings, One Provincial 
meeting, a rally for Secretaries and Jobbers. 
The criticisms I heard concerning Toc H 
in Toronto were—1. That Toc H was a plank 
in the Anglo-Catholic movement; 2. That 
Toc H could do no good because it was inter- 
denominational. How difficult it is to build ! 
However, we thought it would be a good thing 
to get the Padres together, so we had a tea- 
party and invited them. Eleven turned up, 
and it really was useful. 


Padre Broughall wW 
we were there, sO I 


“I preached at North Toronto, and the 
NORTH TORONTO Group arranged a 
Ladies’ Night at the Mark—a very happy 
aflair. North Toronto is a splendid crowd, 
really getting down to it and doing some very 
useful jobs. At EAST TORONTO I found 
a small Group: we had a Guest-night and an 
open meeting. WEST TORONTO is Jim 
Barnacle’s baby: though Jim is big, the baby 
is small—but it will grow. We can feel 
really happy about Toronto and Distri&. 
There are some splendid members, and the 
family spirit (which I feel is the thing about 
Toc H) is very manifest. Glory be! 


“HAMILTON : We spent four days here. 
The Group is doing well, and have just 
taken on a big job running a Boys’ Club 
in the difficult part of the city. It needed 
doing, and should be the means of cementing 
the Group, as well as being a splendid piece 
of service... . The Boys’ Club was opened 
officially on Tuesday night. The whole thing 
was great fun, A crowd of fellows came from 
various Groups ; and I was handed a golden 
key (at least it looks like gold !) when I declared 
the building open. The following night we 
had a real ‘ heart-to-heart,’ and got down to 
it: there were also some initiations.” (At 
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Hamilton Gilbert also preached at 
dral on Sunday morning, conduQeg , athe, 
service in the afternoon, and prend z For y 
Group Padre’s church in the ol at th 
addressed the “21 Club,” ang 7 ne he 
the Y.W.C.A., where Mrs, Willia ned with 
on the L.W.H. Mrs. Williams also 
the United Church Guild and the io 


of Women.) 


“From Hamilton we went to 

for four days. The Group has ONDON 
culties, but are ‘ Sticking it’ and ate Gila 
mined to see the thing through. Ther ter. 
my visit for the purpose of making 7 sed 
known in the city—so all sorts of wae H 
wonderful things were said about meii and 
local Press, and my wife said ‘O de a 
werealltrue!’ ... We helda Group mail it 
initiation, and an open night. I talked at V 
University and to the students at Huron Colle e 
two men from each of which expressed dias 
intention of joining up with the Group, 
also addressed members of ‘ Lions Club? 
and St. James’ Men’s Club, Scouts and 
preached on Sunday morning and evening 
It was a very busy four days. The big help 
I had was that Frank Webb was with me: 
he, good man, took two weeks of his annual 
leave so that he could help. Jim Barnacle 
was also with us for a part of the time, and 
you can imagine what it meant having these 
two men to back one up: I did feel grateful 
for their help. I feel that London Group 
will get going. 


“From London, Ont., to OAKVILLE, a very 
delightful town twenty miles from Toronto, 
where we spent two days. I talked to 
Rotary, to the members of the Legion, and to 
a Church gathering ; we had a Group Meeting 
and initiation, The difficulty here is the question 
of jobs, but most of the members are doing 
scouting, and, as the Toc H idea grows, 
I think jobs will come along. 


ms N 
ad 


“The other Group to visit, according to 
programme, was OSHAWA. This was 4 
disappointment, for the Group has never got 
going and only three men are left. We tried 
to work up a meeting : a few men turned up 
and I hope they will carry on. 


day, I got a letter from PORT 
Be was ohn Hugh Ketchum (well- 
iy many English members—Ep.), asking 
4 o spend a night and to meet Mrs. K. 
us © ine my jOY when I found that Hugh had 
[magi? a men together to hear about TocH! 
got ET until midnight, and it was decided 
hese men should work up a meeting 
that ae I should tell the story. This was 
oN about 40 men turned up, and it seemed 
pes. They decided to make a Start, and held 
Grst regular meeting last week. So Port 
Hope should soon be on the way. . . A 
k correspondent of MARK IC (Winnipeg) 
ko reports Padre Williams’ visit. “During 
a stay here, troubles, both large and small, 
Be e talked about with him by the hostellers, 
wd like so much mist before the carly morning 
T /Bill only likes to rise early when he has 


sun (4 : 
tol) they seemed to vanish.” Among other 


g 
their fi 


things Gilbert Started the Mark on a new 
system of Guest-nights—the first Tuesday 
in the month a well-known speaker, if possible, 
as a “peg” to hang thought upon; on the 
second Tuesday, a discussion on the previous 
week’s talk ; on the third Tuesday, an ordinary 
Toc H night; on the fourth, open meeting, 
business, etc. Members of Mark I C, com- 
paratively few in number, now cover a very 
wide territory in their jobs: “they wear 
out umpteen pairs of shoes a year trudging 
the paths of Toc H.” The Toc H Follies 
are an extremely busy concert party, with two 
or three engagements every week to “ shut- 
ins,” hospital patients, etc. “Mark I has 
definitely doffed its swaddling clothes, and is 
reaching up for ‘ longs’... The ST. JAMES?’ 
Group are also keeping up their reputation 
as “ go getters,’ and are busy burrowing into 
a mountain of jobs.” 


CEYLON 


The January and February printed report 
of COLOMBO Branch, now to hand, 
contains a full account of the reception of the 
new Lamp by the Branch, about which Padre 
Pat Leonard wrote briefly in his last letter 
before returning to England (see April 
JOURNAŁ, P. 155). Pats boat, the Narkunda, 
reached Colombo on February 9, when the 
President and some other members of the 
Branch went on board early in the morning 
to welcome him and bring him ashore, as 
the guest of the Governor of Ceylon at Queen’s 
House. ‘That afternoon the Dedication and 
Lighting of the Lamp were held in St. Peter’s 
Church. After the hymn Ye watchers and ye 
holy ones, the Governor read the lesson; 
prayers followed ; and after the Pilgrim Hymn, 
the Archdeacon dedicated the Lamp, with the 
members standing in a semi-circle about it. 
Edgar Oakley, the youngest Branch member, 
then lit it, and the President conduéted the 


ceremony of “ Light”; after the hymn O joy- 
ful Light, Pat spoke; and with Praise, my soul, 
the King of Heaven and the Blessing the service 
came to an end. At the Guest-night after- 
wards some 80 people were present ; there was 
an initiation of three members, and the 
Governor stayed the whole evening. KANDY 
sent a deputation of members. Besides the 
usual jobs, sport has been busy in Colombo 
Branch. At cricket they lost on January 7 
to the Land Settlement Office team (126-77), 
and on January 21 to the Mental Asylum at 
Angoda; on February 25, they won their first 
match, against the prisoners in Welikada gaol. 
On January 30, Branch members played volley 
ball in mixed teams with boys of the Slave 
Island Working Boys’ Club: Toc H », the 
Boys would have proved too easy a “ walk 
over” for the latter! An outing by boat 
at Kesbewa and several good Guest-nights are 
also reported. 


INDIA 


The following “unsolicited testimonial” Recorder of May 3, Padre J. O. Cochran 


to Toc H in MADRAS is surely worth quoting. 


“paid a warm tribute to the work which 


In an interview, published in the Methodiff Toc H is doing among the British troops in 
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when each member brought a pal 2 ear 
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However, we thought it would be a good thing 
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we were there, sO I 
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NORTH TORONTO Group arranged a 
Ladies’ Night at the Mark—a very happy 
aflair. North Toronto is a splendid crowd, 
really getting down to it and doing some very 
useful jobs. At EAST TORONTO I found 
a small Group: we had a Guest-night and an 
open meeting. WEST TORONTO is Jim 
Barnacle’s baby: though Jim is big, the baby 
is small—but it will grow. We can feel 
really happy about Toronto and Distri&. 
There are some splendid members, and the 
family spirit (which I feel is the thing about 
Toc H) is very manifest. Glory be! 


“HAMILTON : We spent four days here. 
The Group is doing well, and have just 
taken on a big job running a Boys’ Club 
in the difficult part of the city. It needed 
doing, and should be the means of cementing 
the Group, as well as being a splendid piece 
of service... . The Boys’ Club was opened 
officially on Tuesday night. The whole thing 
was great fun, A crowd of fellows came from 
various Groups ; and I was handed a golden 
key (at least it looks like gold !) when I declared 
the building open. The following night we 
had a real ‘ heart-to-heart,’ and got down to 
it: there were also some initiations.” (At 
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of Women.) 
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members standing in a semi-circle about it. 
Edgar Oakley, the youngest Branch member, 
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ceremony of “ Light”; after the hymn O joy- 
ful Light, Pat spoke; and with Praise, my soul, 
the King of Heaven and the Blessing the service 
came to an end. At the Guest-night after- 
wards some 80 people were present ; there was 
an initiation of three members, and the 
Governor stayed the whole evening. KANDY 
sent a deputation of members. Besides the 
usual jobs, sport has been busy in Colombo 
Branch. At cricket they lost on January 7 
to the Land Settlement Office team (126-77), 
and on January 21 to the Mental Asylum at 
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match, against the prisoners in Welikada gaol. 
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Boys would have proved too easy a “ walk 
over” for the latter! An outing by boat 
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to Toc H in MADRAS is surely worth quoting. 


“paid a warm tribute to the work which 


In an interview, published in the Methodiff Toc H is doing among the British troops in 
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Madras. ‘ This movement has done more than 
anything else to raise the morale of the 
soldier, he said. ‘I have been an honorary 
Toc H padre for some time and I have seen 
the work at close quarters. The effect on the 
men has been remarkable. Owing to the 
constant changes in the number of troops 
Stationed there, it is impossible to run a 
soldiers’? institute or home, and for sufficient 
reasons the Y.M.C.A. does not touch the 
Service men. So Toc H is the one effective 
influence as a countcr-attraction to the strong 
temptations of this station. Moreover the 
value of the movement is fully recognised 
by the authorities; the Governor and the 
Secretary of the Government are with us, and 
Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians meet on 
common ground as members of Toc H. ” 


BOMBAY Branch has had a strenuous 
time with the “5 H”? Fése in aid of local 
hospitals. They were “ responsible for the 
running of seven Stalls in the Amusement 
Section, and having regard to the fat that 
the féte was open from about 5 p.m. until 
about 1a.m. every night for a fortnight, it 
was no light undertaking.” In addition, the 
Amusement Committee, on which Toc H 
was represented, was ‘busy for several 
weeks before the show Started and several 
weeks after it closed.” The Branch has been 
busy with its usual jobs, and has “ enjoyed 
tremendously a week-end retreat right away 
in the country.” 

(A note about Mark I CALCUTTA and tro 
Photographs will be found on p. 241. See page 
251 for change of Indian Headquarters.) 


MALAYA 


The Littl Journal of Toc H in Malaya, 
for March (No. 3) contains a good deal of 
news from our distant family. SINGAPORE 
has sustained a great loss in the passing over 
of A. C. Wentworth Lewis, who was an 
undergraduate, with Tubby, at Excter College, 
Oxford, and after a distinguished carcer on 
the staff of the Times, went to India as editor 
of the Englishman. He served there on the 
Council of Toc H India, and on being trans- 
ferred to Singapore, as editor of the Szraits 
Times, he brought his experience of Toc H 
to bear on the problems of Singapore Wing. 
We hear that “ during the last illness which 
ended in his death he devoted much of his 
time to the study of the JournaL, with which 
he had lost touch to some extent during the 
months in which he was transferring to the 
editorship of the Straits Times; equipping 
himself for the great part we hoped he would 
play.” Two members were able to follow 
his funeral—on the evening of the day he 
died—and laid a double cross of orchids 


on his grave in the name of the Wing. The 
Wing is busy “tightening up” discipline 
and preparing for advance. KUALA LUM- 
PUR Wing makes progress towards its Boys’ 
Club. The General Manager of F.M.S. 
Railways has given them permission to build 
on Reserve land, and plans are in hand. 
Mectings on the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of the month are well attended and very 
keen. A Kuala Lumpur Room is being fur- 
nished by the Wing in Mark VII, London 
(a Teluk Anson Wing Room wasalso previously 
given): over the door will hang a panel 
of “buey” wood, the gift of a member, 
which bears the arms of Toc H and Selan- 
gor with the name Kuala Lumpur carved 
in Malayan charaéters. The balance of funds 
belonging to the Lower Perak Wing, now 
disbanded, have been distributed between the 
Endowment Fund (120 dollars) and Toc H 
work in Malaya (50 dollars). A first sub- 
scription list shows contributions to the Endow- 
ment Fund of 235 dollars (about £27 10S.). 


MALTA 


The Secretary writes on May 8: “I should 
like to inform you that the Group’s Rushlight 
was present on H.M.S. Eagle whilst she was 
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at Corinth, and although they suffered very 
much there through the violent earthquakes, it 
was brought back to us safe and sound.” 


NEW ZEALAND 


Horace Dyer, the AUCKLAND Secretary, 
wrote to the Hon. Administrator on April 22, 
describing the Dedication of Auckland’s Lamp : 
“< Everything comes to him who waits >— 
but it was an anxious Branch which awaited 
the arrival of their Lamp here in Auckland. 
The whole service was arranged and printed, 
ready for Sunday, April 15, but the Lamp only 
arrived on the Thursday before. . . . All 
Toc H services are wonderful—I say that 
not because I am a Tochonite but because 
everyone who attends scems to go away full 
of a jubilant spirit, a fecling of spontaneous 
worship which is unfortunately lacking in 
many churches to-day.” The service was 
held in St. Matthew’s Church, which was so 
packed that many late-comers had to be turned 
away. The Archbishop dedicated the Lamp 
and preached a very fine sermon; the Gover- 
nor General read the lesson. The whole 
service was broadcasted—so that there was 
an immense congregation altogether. During 
the first hymn, a procession entered the church 


SOUTH 


From the Transvaal comes to the Editor 
a “lone voice out in the wilderness, że., from 
a place where there is no Toc H Group, the 
nearest one being over Go miles away.” The 
writer was formerly assistant jobmaster at 
Pietermaritzburg, and is now secretary of the 
Witrand Institution for the Fecble-minded at 
POTCHEFSTROOM, where he is trying his 
best to pet a Group going. “There is,” 
he says, “ plenty of sound material for a 
big Group, if not a Branch of Toc H. It will 
do a lot of useful work, the main job perhaps 
being the closer union of the two European 
races, at present—alas!—much divided by 
politics, which even split the English- 
speaking and the Afrikaans - speaking 
people in their own particular seftions. Of 
ordinary jobs there are very few here, but this 
‘fusion’ job is essential, and is an enormous 
unending work.” The writer adds, 
“ JOHANNESBURG are a really fine set 
of fellows. Mother and I had praétical 


—the Branch banner; the Rushlight of the 
old Group; the members two abreast; the 
new Lamp, borne by the Secretary and guarded 
by the Jobmaster and the Chairman; the 
Padres. A happening worth special mention 
was the “miracle”! It had been arranged 
that the verger should switch off all the lights 
in the Church for the ceremony of “ Light.” 
As the Archbishop finished the words of 
dedication, all lights went out and so remained 
until the last notes of Reveille. It was only 
afterwards that members discovered, to their 
great surprisc, that the verger had had no 
need to funétion—the city’s cleétric supply 
had failed all over Auckland for exaétly that 
short period! The service made a great 
impression on everyone present. The City 
Council, the Returned Soldiers’ Association, 
the Rotary Club, the Officers’ Club were well 
represented ; and people travelled 100 miles to 
pay tribute to Col. King, to whom the Lamp 
is dedicated (see April JouRNAL p. 163), and 
whose widow and daughter were present. 


AFRICA 


experience of the real, unselfish service 
rendered by their chaps, when we arrived in 
Johannesburg at 6.10 a.m. as strangers, await- 
ing our train at 1o.10a.m. Our four hours 
there were full of joy.” 

From the Wesfern Province the CAPE TOWN 
correspondent wrote on May 17, “Toc H 
in Cape Town and the Peninsula is on its 
toes, for Uncle Harry (Ellison) is with us 
again. All the Groups have seen his smiling 
face at their meetings, the Executive meetings 
have had him, and he is putting little dificul- 
ties Straight in all directions. On April 14 
there was a conference of the Jobmasters and 
Secretaries of the Groups in the Peninsula at 
the quarters of the FALSE BAY Group— 
in the pump house of the Aquarium. It 
sounds a curious place, but is without doubt 
the most suitable quarters of any Group here. 
True, the pump interferes a bit when it gets 
busy, but that only lasts ten or fifteen minutes : 
if the big tank, which forms the ceiling of the 
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room, were to spring a leak things would be- 
come rather unpleasant—but ‘sufficient unto 
e e ue, contcrence was cer- 
tainly most helpful to all; and the net result 
was that all doubts as to whether Toc H 
is becoming a real force here were dispelled. 
All Groups are full of jobs of service. The 
growth may be slow—it is better so—but, 
With the right men at the heart of Group 
affairs, nothing can stop it.” Later the same 
correspondent added, “ Uncle Harry has come 
and gone, and we are looking forward to his 
return to the Cape during September. ... 
Things are going on as we have learned to 
expe& in Toc H here—nothing in the way 
of fireworks, but Steady, sustained effort 
and jobs of service. Now and again one 
hears some member of an organisation, at 
his wits’ end for help of some kind, ask ‘ What 
can we do?’ and someone else replies ‘ Ask 
Toc H? He toddles along with his trouble, 
and the ‘blokes’ make a joke about taking 
anything on—from minding a baby to cutting 
down trees or running side-shows at a bazaar. 
The Toc Emmas are a busy crowd too, and 
were very bucked at their last mecting at being 
able to use the ‘posh’ Rushlight stand 
presented to us by Mrs. Ellison.” 


From Nazal the scribe reports that the two 
PIETERMARITZBURG Groups are growing 
Steadily—-No. 2 rather faster than No. 1. 
Jobs continue as usual, but are being better 
done as experience is gained. Twenty Maritz- 
burg members went down by lorry to 
DURBAN to welcome that Branch’s new 
Lamp; and ten motored over to IXOPO 


to help form a Group (see photographs in 
May JourNAL, facing p. 208). The Hon. 
Registrar of the Province reports that one of 
the results of the latter trip is that the new 
Ixopo Group has arranged for a cow to be 
sent to the Lads’ Hostel at Pinetown, and is 
also planning a vegetable garden to provide 
food for the Hostcl—a pretty good beginning 
for an infant Group. NEW HANOVER 
has applied for a Rushlight; there is a new 
effort to start at MOOI RIVER (the first 
having failed): and the Maritzburg Groups 
are tackling HOWICK. 


In Griqualand Weft, KIMBERLEY finds 
its a€tivities almost overshadowed by the fine 
progress of the BARKLEY WEST “ Grope,” 
whose attendances average 30 to 40: On 
May 7 the Grope “ imploded ” with 22 mem- 
bers on Kimberley’s tiny room. It was the 
first night of Kimberley’s ship’s piano, which 
they had bought for £10, and which a concert 
will help to pay for. On June 16 Harry 
Ellison is to bring the Rushlight (handed 
on by Bloemfontein, which now has its Lamp) 
to Barkley West: it will be just over twelve 
months since Gilbert Williams first brought 
the Story of Toc H to Barkley West. Imme- 
diate spade-work is contemplated at 
BEACONSFIELD, with the objeét of found- 
ing a “ Grope” there during Uncle Harry’s 
visit, which begins on June 5. A scheme 
is on foot to raise money to build a divisional 
hall for the Scouts by a whole month’s “ drive” 
—two-thirds of the money raised to go to 
the Scouts, and one third to Toc H Kimberley’s 
own building fund. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Two festivals of Toc H U.S.A. are reported 
On pp. 240-241. In place of other news this 
month we are able to make an announcement 
which will be eagerly welcomed by Branches 
and Groups concerned in various parts of 
England and Scotland. A small party of 
American members of Toc H are due to arrive 
at Portsmouth by S.S. Tuscania on July 23, 
and to return home from Glasgow by S.S. 
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Cameronia on August 15. Monty Callis, 
who comes with them, will conduét a tour 
which is planned to include Southampton, 
London, and (by motor-coach) Toc H ia 
Birmingham, Leicester, Coalville, Nottingham, 
Manchester, Blackpool, Leeds, Halifax, York, 
Windermere, Carlisle, Newcastle, Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. Our visiting members may 
be certain of a great family welcome. 


